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I’m Laura and I’m 19 this year. I was introduced to Bethany in 2016, and I cannot 

help but thank God for leading me and my family to this church which I can call 

home. Over the years, I have been blessed with wonderful Sunday School teachers 

and YPG leaders, and they have helped me understand the value of prayer and the 

word of God in the Christian faith.  

 

However, my heart was never right in the eyes of the Lord. I struggled with incon-

sistency in my walk with God, and the problem of worrying constantly about where 

I have fallen short in the eyes of the world. As a student, I would always compare 

myself with my peers, be it in terms of grades or extracurricular achievements in 

school. When I could not match up, I would worry that I’m falling behind my class-

mates, and that I was not good enough by worldly standards. Back then, my mindset 

to pursue success in school was for the wrong reasons; it was to please man, not 

God. When I got reasonably good grades, I would never be satisfied, as It was not 

as good as how well my peers had done. I did not have a heart of thanksgiving, let 

alone a heart of love for the Lord.  

 

Yet, by His grace, I could understand God’s love for me all over again in Youth 

Conference 2020. In past years’ Youth Conferences, Pastor would emphasise on 

God’s love and hence encourage the young people to consecrate our lives to Him. 

However, I never fully understood the depth of His love until Youth Conference 

2020. The theme of last year’s Youth Conference was “The Lord Looks at the 

Heart”, and Pastor Charlie touched on how God had given many chances to King 

Saul to walk with Him and succeed as the first King of Israel, but he failed when his 

heart went astray (1 Samuel 13,15).  

 

The Lord, full of grace and love, gives second chances to all of us each day to start 

anew and walk with Him. I learnt that He does not care about worldly achievements 

I had attained, or the exam grades I got. He just wants a heart that is willing to fol-

low and cultivate a genuine faith in Him. Through this key takeaway from Youth 

Conference, I sought to take my walk with God more seriously. I was then prompt-

(Continued on page 4) 

Discovering the Love of God 
Once Again 

 



ed to read Psalm 51, A Prayer of Repentance, written by the psalmist David. I simply 

found that I could relate so much to it and Psalm 51:9-12 stood out to me the 

most, where it states, 

 

“9Hide Your face from my sins,  

And blot out all my iniquities. 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

And renew a steadfast spirit within me.  
11Do not cast me away from Your presence, 

And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.  
12Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,  

And uphold me by Your generous Spirit.” 

  

Tracing the hand of God in my life, I have seen how He has hidden me under the 

shadow of His wings through different seasons of life with His unconditional love - 

a kind of love that I could never understand in its entirety. Hence, the only thing I 

can do is continue to follow the Lord and strengthen my faith, starting with baptism, 

only as the beginning of a deeper relationship with God, for all the days of my life.  

(Continued from page 3) 



“If you return, Then I will bring you back; You shall stand before Me; If you take out 

the precious from the vile, You shall be as My mouth.” (Jeremiah 15:19). This was 

the Lord’s promise to me at my first Bethany church camp, when I decided to turn 

to Him for help and grace.  

 

Growing up  

Hi, my name is Vera, I am 28 this year and currently doing a career-conversion to 

Physiotherapy. I am Jerome’s younger sister and the second child in my family of 

four siblings. Growing up in a Christian home, Christianity as a religious concept 

was very familiar to me. I grew up striving to be good and do good, hoping to live a 

life free of doubts and earn the approval of the church and God. But as I grew old-

er, I struggled to follow the strict rules of my childhood church while trying to rec-

oncile the inconsistency of the lives of Christians around me and the hypocrisy I 

observed in people who professed religion.  

 

Leaving Religion and Finding Grace 

In 2015, I left my childhood church, God and the faith, deciding to live life on my 

own terms. This coincided with my graduation from NTU, so I drowned myself in 

work, trainings and parties. Despite the prospects of the world and the pleasures of 

life, deep down in my heart, I was miserable. The misery never went away, and I 

found myself constantly trying to fill a void in my heart that was longing for some-

thing more in life. I could not run away from the fact that I was completely at a loss 

of how to live life or understood what it really meant. This emptiness was a perma-

nent ache in my heart that finally drove me to desperation. I started looking to my 

peers for answers and seeking any kind of peace from other religions. But God’s 

love never let me go, and deep down in my heart I knew I was running away from 

the only One who could satisfy my soul. One evening, the misery in my heart and 

the love of God I saw through my family, brought a deep conviction to my heart. 

Despite not praying for many months and being completely against Christianity, that 

night, I cried out to God for help, and He came to my rescue. From that day on-

wards grace became a part of my life, as the hymn so perfectly puts it: “As I ran my 

hell-bound race Indifferent to the cost You looked upon my helpless state And led 

me to the cross And I beheld God’s love displayed You suffered in my place You 

bore the wrath reserved for me Now all I know is grace.”  

(Continued on page 6) 

 The Promise of Abundant Life 



Finding a Home in Bethany  

In 2016, I attended Bethany’s family camp. At camp, I finally understood the love 

of the cross. I finally recognised that this was grace, no merit of my own or works to 

attain any level of goodness, but because of the finished work of my Lord Jesus 

Christ on the cross for my sins, I could come to Him just as I was. At consecration 

night these beautiful words were sung, and they became the prayer of my heart: 

“Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt Fighting and 

fears within without O Lamb of God, I come, I come.” Over the past five years, the 

Lord has been so patient and merciful to help me turn my life around and pick up 

the broken pieces, one step at a time. The Word of God became more precious to 

me each day as I discovered more about my faith. 

 

“But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved 

us, even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by 

grace you have been saved)” Ephesians 2:4-5 

 

"For I through the law died to the law that I might live to God. I have been crucified 

with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now 

live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself 

for me. I do not set aside the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the 

law, then Christ died in vain” Galatians 2:19-21 

 

Living with Hope  

Studying God’s Word with the support and guidance of the Pastors and my teachers 

here in Bethany, has helped me grow deeper in faith. The Lord satisfied my hungry 

soul with light, He gave me a peace that the world could never give. This Easter, I 

decided to take this step of baptism, in obedience to God. I want my friends and 

family to know how precious it has been to have the Lord Jesus as my Saviour and 

the wonderful difference He has made in my life. In the past year as my family dealt 

with news of my dad’s cancer, it was this certainty and faith that kept us hopeful, to 

carry on trusting even when our hearts were breaking. Pastor Mark shared with me a 

verse during that time which has become very precious to me: “I have set the Lord 

always before me; Because He is at my right hand I shall not be moved” Psalm 16:8. 

This hope is more beautiful than all the treasures of this world. A hope to know that 

our sins are all forgiven and that we no longer have to walk alone in darkness. The 

Lord Jesus says in John 10:10 “I have come that they may have life, and that they 

may have it more abundantly.” There is no secret for what God can and will do for 

anyone who comes to Him for that abundant life. This amazing grace is freely avail-

able, and the Lord Jesus can give living waters to our thirsty hearts. His blessed 

promise can also be yours for eternity: “But as many as received Him, to them He 

gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name” John 

1:12. 



Hello Everyone! My name is Aaron and I’m 20 this year. I am currently awaiting my 

enlistment for national service having just completed my polytechnic education.  

 

Theoretical knowledge of God 

Like many others, I had the privilege of growing up in Bethany. I would learn many 

bible stories that taught me about a living God which is almighty, powerful and lov-

ing. However, God always seemed distant and wasn’t someone real to me. Even in 

my teenage years, the knowledge of God unfortunately remained stagnant. It was 

nothing more than theoretical knowledge and I did not actively seek to include 

God in my life.  

 

When I attended the Youth Conference in 2014. I realised that my life constantly 

revolved around sin and I needed to change. However, the change I anticipated 

never came. The more I tried to initiate this change by my own strength and deter-

mination, failure and weariness would constantly be the result. Over time, I just grew 

comfortable with my own sins and subsequently, living a life without God.   Even 

though I was actively involved in church, attending Sunday school, YPG, and being 

part of the cleaning ministry, my heart and mind was never focused on God. In-

stead, I saw it as an opportunity to catch up and spend time with my friends. With-

out responding to the word, along with my numbness to sin, this encouraged me to 

pick up more bad habits such as laziness and procrastination, which was subse-

quently reflected in my school grades. This ignorant lifestyle carried on for most of 

my secondary days until my O levels.  

 

It was only until the night before my first paper where I broke down, feeling com-

pletely overwhelmed by my foolishness and unpreparedness for the upcoming ex-

amination. I vividly remember my cousin coming over to encourage me, taking the 

Word from Philippians 4:6-7. He affirmed that there was no reason to worry when 

God is on my side. As I learned to pray and trust the Lord before each paper, I felt 

a tremendous sense of peace knowing that God was in control of everything, and 

He had a plan for me despite the outcome. By His grace, I did decently in the O 

Levels and this experience allowed me to catch a glimpse of God’s grace, but more 

importantly, God finally felt real to me and not just a theoretical God I knew from 

the Bible.  

The Grace of God 



Grace in finding salvation  

Nonetheless, this was just the beginning of my journey of faith. Despite the many 

lessons taught, I still couldn’t grasp the idea of salvation. I thought salvation was 

about going through an emotional high point that would cause me to see my own 

sins and ask for forgiveness. I thought that if I had such an experience, I would be 

free from sin and be saved. Hence, I spent my time simply waiting for that moment 

to come.  Concurrently, I always found myself unable to see beyond my sins. I con-

stantly thought of how I was unworthy to obtain this salvation and would only have 

it if I walked right with the Lord. However, during a particular meet-up with Pastor 

Mitch, he told me that the focus should not be on feelings but on faith.  Salvation is 

not something we deserve. It is given to us by God’s grace and love towards us. 

That was when I realised that no matter how much good I tried to do, or sinless I 

tried to be, the reality was that I will never be worthy enough to obtain his salvation. 

It was only by God’s grace and His abounding love that I am saved; by sending His 

only beloved Son to die on the cross for a sinner like me. The thoughts of un-

worthiness were replaced with thankfulness, that God has given this salvation so 

graciously and freely. After grasping this concept of salvation, I sought for a sense of 

assurance of my own that what I heard was indeed true and personal. At the youth 

conference in 2019, the messages Pastor had preached spoke to my heart. One 

particular verse stood out to me:  

 

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 

people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness 

into His marvelous light” - 1 Peter 2:9 

 

The idea of being called out of darkness into His light and being called to salvation 

conveyed an immense sense of comfort and confirmation to my heart, dispelling the 

doubts I previously had.  

 

Hope for the future 

Being assured of my salvation marks the beginning of God’s work in my life. Salva-

tion never ensures an easy and sinless life, on the contrary it offers the opposite 

where trials and failures are guaranteed. Despite this fact, I am grateful for the hope I 

can have in the Lord Jesus Christ. This also compels me to have a greater desire to 

walk with the Lord as I come to treasure this personal relationship with Him. Look-

ing back, it’s undeniably clear that the one thing standing out is the exceeding grace 

of God. The least I could do is to respond with a heart of thankfulness and joy as I 

seek reaffirmation this Easter!  



Hello everyone! My name is Audrey Chia and I’m 20 this year. I have a twin broth-

er, Aaron and we were born premature. We almost did not survive at birth but by 

God's grace, we are alive today. I am so glad to stand here today, to take this step 

of faith and to share my testimony with you. 

 

I grew up in church and was brought up in a loving Christian family since birth. My 

parents have faith but it was not my own faith and faith was something I had to 

cultivate personally.  

 

Blind to my own sins  

I used to struggle with the idea of sin, as growing up, I thought that I was a ‘good’ 

girl and that I was sinless. Having family and teachers praise me for being a “good 

girl” added to this ignorant thought, and it made me more prideful. I remember be-

ing taught sin is an abomination to God and while I was able to recognise the sins 

in others, I was oblivious to my own.  

 

In school, I found myself easily influenced by my friends. While I obediently attend-

ed church and learnt lessons each week, my heart was more drawn to the ways of 

the world. I wanted to fit in with my friends and follow them.  

 

Finding the Lord Jesus as my Personal Saviour 

During Youth Conference 2017, where the theme was “The same spirit of faith”, I 

realised that my heart was not filled with the right things. My heart sought favor 

from men, and it only led to a sense of emptiness in me. I remember talking to 

Teacher Joanna about what it meant to follow the Lord Jesus. She shared with me 

how when she made the decision to follow Him, and there was no turning back 

thereafter. As I reflected on what the world offers and how much more the Lord 

Jesus offers, I also made the decision to accept Him as my Savior.  

 

As I made this decision, I knew correction had to be done in my life. As I was 

taught more lessons from the Bible each week, I begin to recognise how sinful my 

heart was. The sins were subtle but so evident in my life. Pride and anger were there, 

and the heart was full of envy. My responses to those around me were not great 

Cultivating a  
Real and Personal Faith 

 



when things did not go my way. I often thought and said unkind words due to the 

anger within me. Recognising my sins, I saw the need for the Lord to change my 

heart. Love and humility have to be cultivated instead. Each time I catch myself in 

sin, I appreciate more deeply this gift of salvation given to me and just how unde-

serving I am of it.  

 

Growing a personal faith 

Through the Sunday school lessons and YPG meetings, I learned more about what it 

means to have a personal relationship with God. The more I was taught, the more 

the heart yearned to learn. 

 

But there were times when I struggled to trust in God fully. My response to the 

challenges in life such as facing major exams proved how weak my faith was. Worry 

and anxiety often filled the heart, and I see the need to grow in faith. The deeper 

problem was taking pride in my own human strength and often relying on myself. 

Humbling myself before God, I learned to place my trust in Him instead of myself. 

During these times of struggles, God remained faithful and continued to reveal more 

about Himself to me. His grace was something I had to personally experience to 

understand it. He carried me through the challenging times. I recognise how I am 

where I am today by God’s grace alone and not by my own efforts.  

 

Experiencing God’s grace  

God’s promise of grace was also present during a time of physical weakness. In July 

2018, I had a surgery for appendicitis. The recovery was physically tough, the body 

ached and was in much pain. Finding rest at night was hard as the body felt so un-

comfortable and I remembered even asking the nurse to stay with me as I was una-

ble to bear the discomfort alone. One of the nights, Pastor Mitch came to visit me 

and encouraged me from 2 Corinthians 12:9. He shared with me that God’s grace 

is sufficient for us. No matter what the challenge is, we can be assured that His 

grace will be there and it is enough to meet our needs. This promise of His all-

sufficient grace has been a tremendous encouragement to me every time I face chal-

lenging times.  

 

The word of God is something I have come to treasure very much in my life today. 

Believing in His promises has helped me cultivate a faith that is now personal and 

special to me. As I continue to grow in my knowledge of God through reading His 

word and relating to Him personally, my faith continues to grow and I am learning 

to involve God in every aspect of my life. Because of salvation through the Lord 

Jesus Christ, I recognise how I do not have to fear life’s challenges! As I take this 

step of reaffirmation, I look forward to a life of faith with God and to live my life to 

serve Him!  



Hi, I am Bethany and I am 19 this year. I’ve been blessed to have grown up in this 

church, being fed every week by the Word, as well as the love of the brethren in 

Bethany. I’ve been exposed to faith since I was young, listening to Bible stories in 

Beginner Sunday School, attending church camps, even serving in choir. But I still 

struggled to find faith personal and real to me. Theoretically, I knew about faith and 

God. During Sunday School, I could give textbook answers. But I did not have a 

personal relationship with God.  

 

As I got older, this question of ‘who is God to me?’ began to tug at me more and 

more. I enjoyed coming to church and learning from the Word. However, faith to me 

at this point was still just about acquiring more knowledge. I enjoyed studying the 

Scripture on a cognitive level, the same way I enjoyed learning new things in school. 

That was how I knew that my faith was not personal- because I was treating church 

like school. When the teachers shared their journeys of faith and they spoke about 

the joy that this faith brought into their lives, I saw how it was different from just 

‘enjoying’ being in church. Their joy was one that was real and steadfast. I wanted to 

find this joy for myself. I began to take faith more seriously, and started searching 

more deeply for this God.  

 

The Youth Conference in 2018 was one where faith began to be much more real 

to me. The theme of the camp was taken from 1 Corinthians 3, “The Wise Master 

Builder”. During the camp, we learnt about the basis and content of our faith, which 

drove me to really examine my faith and its foundation. That year, campers were 

given a selection of Christian books that they could choose from to bring home. 

The title Respectable Sins by Jerry Bridges caught my eye and I began reading it dur-

ing break times. I had always known sin to be ‘bad’, but the true gravity of sin and 

the gravity of my own sinfulness only really hit me when Bridges compared sin to 

‘spiritual cancer’ and ‘treason’ against God. I hadn’t realised that even the smallest, 

most casual of sins were such acts of rebellion against God. I hadn’t realised that 

sin could contaminate the soul so subtly and badly.  

 

(Continued on page 12) 

Finding a Faith to 
Call My Own 

 



The more I read, the more I became aware of my own sinfulness. The more con-

scious I was of my sinfulness, the more personal God’s grace became to me. His 

plan of salvation, the sending of His Son to die for me, became all the more pre-

cious because I saw how undeserving I was, for Christ to suffer on the cross for my 

sins. I had grown up in church knowing that God loved me, but it was only then 

that I began to catch a glimpse of the depth of His love for me, a love so great that 

He sent His Son to die for a sinner like me.   

 

During consecration night that year, Pastor Charlie spoke about the symbol of fire 

that could cleanse us. He told us that God wanted to work in our lives, that we did-

n’t need to walk alone. Pastor challenged us not to be afraid of this fire that could 

chasten us, but would also cleanse us of all that we needed to strip away.  

 

“Cast away from you all the transgressions which you have committed, and get 

yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should you die, O house of Isra-

el?” 

Ezekiel 18:31 

 

Even though I knew that I now had imputed righteousness because of Christ’s sacri-

fice on the cross, I also knew that I could not continue the way I was living. I did 

not want church to be just a weekend activity or a time of extra lessons for me to 

gain more head knowledge. I wanted the Lord to cleanse me and use me in whatev-

er way He saw fit. I wanted and needed this new heart and new spirit. To others 

around me, I may have seemed pretty well-behaved, but I knew deep down that I 

had sin problems that I could not resolve on my own. I had my own ‘respectable 

sins’ that I needed to deal with, but I needed His help in doing so. That night, I 

humbly cried out to the Lord. I remember the sense of guilt and shame as I con-

fessed my sinfulness before the Lord. But I also remember the peace and love that 

filled my heart as I quietly asked for Him to transform me with the power of His 

love.  

 

I have no distinct ‘turning point’ in my life to speak of. I didn’t wake up the next day 

a completely different and perfect human being. I continued to, and still continue to 

struggle in my walk of faith. But the Lord has been gracious as He continues to re-

veal Himself to me. I can see how the Lord has been working in my life slowly, 

changing me bit by bit. While I couldn’t speak of a personal relationship with the 

Lord beforehand, I began to learn how to rely on the Lord, how to commit things to 

the Lord and involve Him in my life. The more I let Him in, the more I saw how He 

would enable and empower me.  

 



I have decided to seek reaffirmation because I want to spend the rest of my life 

walking with the Lord. Reaffirmation is not the conclusion of my walk of faith, but a 

spiritual milestone, from which I want to grow even deeper in my love for the Lord. 

My heart echoes the words of Peter:    

 

But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 

eternal life. Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the 

Son of the living God.”  

John 6: 68-69 

 

There is nothing this world can offer that can compare to the relationship that God 

offers to have with us. My response to His invitation is that I simply must follow 

Him, because this is my Saviour and I love Him because He first loved me.  



Hello everyone, my name is Jeremy and I am 20 this year. 

 

Why do I believe? 

Having grown up in Bethany, I have heard many lessons taught by the Pastors and 

Sunday School teachers. However, these teachings from the Bible were mere facts to 

me. And the lessons of Christian character were just deemed good to have.   

Every week, as I hear the teachers teach from the Word of God, it would often fall 

on deaf ears. I was in church solely to have fun with my friends. Faith to me was 

dead.  

 

As I grew older and continued attending lessons in the various ministries, I began 

seeing how the Lord Jesus has been working in my heart and life. I began to realise 

that the Lord is a real and living God because I have seen Him work in my life, turn-

ing it around and giving me purpose and direction in life.  

 

During my time in JC, it was really draining physically and mentally juggling between 

CCA and studies. But He showed Himself real to me as my source of strength each 

time I went to Him in prayer. When studies got really demoralising, He was my com-

fort and encouragement. A favourite verse that I always turned back to is Matthew 

11:28-30, it reads: 

Come to Me, all you who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take 
My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light. 
 

Each and every step of the way in my life, He has been there and that is how I came 

to appreciate Him and believe in Him. 

 

Turning point 

However, some questions and doubts about my faith hindered me from growing 

further. “What would non-believers think of me when they see the way I behave” 

“Am I even able to bring glory to His name or will I bring shame to His name” 

Thoughts like this kept passing through my mind as I thought about seeking reaffir-

mation. 

Saved by Grace Through Faith 



However, during Youth Conference 2019, Pastor Mitch encouraged me to pursue 

reaffirmation. He explained that it is not through our works that we are able to enter 

the Kingdom of God, but by the grace and mercies of God that we are able to en-

ter in. 

 

Reaffirmation is a symbol to show the world that we choose to identify with Christ 

and it is merely the beginning of our walk with the Lord. We are not saved by the 

great works we perform, or our status in life, we are simply sinners saved through 

faith by grace.  

 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
Ephesians 2:8-9 
 

At that point, I realised that nothing was holding me back from taking this step for-

ward to get reaffirmed and so here I am today. 

 

Moving forward 

The love shown to me by the Pastors, Sunday School teachers, YPG leaders and 

many more of the older ones in Bethany is something I appreciate and treasure very 

much. I am very much appreciative of what Bethany has done for me and I would in 

turn like to share the Lord’s love too with those younger than me by being a part of 

Bethany. Bethany truly is a place where God is touching lives and people care for 

people and this is truly the place for me to begin growing my faith so much more 

after reaffirming my faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 



Hello everyone. My name is Jonathan Quek. I am 20 this year and it is my privilege 

to testify of my faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. I was brought to Bethany at a very 

young age and attended preschool in Bethany’s Kindergarten. God’s Word was 

abundantly preached to me since I was young. Unfortunately, I struggled with a 

hardened heart and took this blessing for granted. 

 

Growing Up 

I was blessed with many Bible stories and lessons being taught to me as a child and 

I was abundantly fed with God’s Word every week as I attended Sunday School, 

Sunday Worship, and YPG. Sadly, faith just wasn’t real to me. I was happy living my 

life and only seeking God in desperate times of need. Once the challenge was over, 

I was back to living my life. The relationship I had with the Lord Jesus was nonexist-

ent and my heart was too hardened to want to change. In the Parable of the Sower, 

Matthew 13:13” because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor 

do they understand”. Many of the lessons previously taught to me were like the 

“seed that fell by the wayside and the birds came and devoured them” like in Mat-

thew 13:4. Those lessons were not applied and were immediately forgotten because 

I was focused on other things. My continual and unrepentant sins had caused my 

heart to harden, and this was a big problem. 

 

Start 

When I was 13 I attended Youth Conference, and the theme was “I know whom I 

have believed” taken from 2 Timothy 1:12. After the many lessons at camp, I felt 

confused yet absolutely wanted a personal relationship with the Lord. I recall pray-

ing to God that consecration night to change me and open up my heart to Him. 

That Youth Conference opened my eyes to the reality of faith, and I realized that I 

was not walking right. Like in Ephesians 5:8a” For you were once darkness”. I was 

blinded by my sins and could not see how lost in darkness I had become. I needed 

to seek cleansing and cultivate humility. Thankfully, with the guidance of many 

teachers and pastors, God slowly but surely softened my heart to genuinely seek 

Him.  

 

 

 

By God’s Grace  



The Lord’s hand 

In secondary school and polytechnic, I had faced troubles along the way. But look-

ing back, God was always gracious and merciful. At times in secondary school I 

would do badly, so badly that I almost had to repeat a year. But by God’s grace and 

mercies, He helped me get through it. Sometimes I would even get into trouble with 

teachers, but once again God was gracious and merciful in helping me learn bit by 

bit. With His guidance, I got an acceptable O level score and managed to get into a 

course at Nanyang Polytechnic. In, I studied Infocomm Security and it was tough. 

Even with many hours put in, I would still have problems understanding certain 

things. Exams were especially difficult for me because of the heavy contents. But 

thankfully, God provided me with the strength I needed to focus on the tasks and 

worrying less about the end results. Every time I finish a paper, I am comforted that I 

have done my part and no matter the results, God has a plan for me. In a moment, 

my 3 years in polytechnic has passed and soon I will be enlisting into the national 

service. My journey definitely took some time, but I am thankful that God is work-

ing in my life. Each year provides new experiences to go through with new lessons 

to learn. I know national service is going to be difficult as well, but I have faith that 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” as it says in Philippians 

4:13. For me, it was God’s grace that really spoke to my heart each time and 

helped me see how He guides me in my life. With reference to Romans 3:23 “for all 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. Now I acknowledge that I have 

sinned and that I still struggle with my sin problems. However, like it says in Romans 

3:24 “being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus”. I have been saved and am now righteous before God, only by His grace 

through the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

My Response 

Over the years my desire to be closer to Him has grown deeper and now I want to 

live knowing that He is always there with me. Despite my sins and blindness, God 

still extended His hand of love each time. Picking me up and forgiving me. I truly 

thank God for keeping me and providing me with the many people in Bethany who 

never fail to lead me back to Him all these years. With all these I have come to see 

that the Lord has done so much for me and that the ball has been in my court for a 

long time now. This Easter I want to take this step of re-affirmation to be identified 

with Christ and follow Him as I should.  



Hello everyone, I'm Michelle, I'm 19 this year and am sitting for my A Levels this 

year.  I was born and brought up in a Christian family and had the privilege of 

knowing the Lord from a young age. 

 

I first came to Bethany when I was 3. My parents sent me to Bethany Kindergarten 

(after tirelessly searching for a kindergarten to enrol me in) by the grace of God and 

with the prayers of my aunt, who has been faithfully worshipping at Bethany for the 

past 27 years. While I attended Kindy on weekdays, I'd follow my parents to the 

church they worshipped at until I started coming to Bethany on my own in 2015. 

 

I grew up knowing about the great God we all know and about the love He has for 

us but I never understood it personally. My aunt whom many would know as 

Teacher Pat, (would always share the Lord’s words with my brother and me since 

young and still does up till date. She started bringing me for Junior Camp and it 

eventually became the thing I looked forward to every June. In 2014, I attended 

Youth Conference, I Know Whom I have Believed. Pastor taught from the book of 2 

Timothy and it was about not being ashamed of the Lord and being able to suffer 

for our faith. Stories were told of how people suffered and died for their faith. As a 

12 year old then, the idea of death was intimidating and naturally I feared the idea 

of it. Yet, I wondered what was so special about their faith that they were willing to 

die for the Lord. I asked myself if I would be able to do something like that. I wasn’t 

able to answer myself. Looking back, I did not understand the idea of faith, let alone 

being able to suffer for it. The faith I knew back then was just going to church, read-

ing the Lord’s word and praying to Him. It made me want to find out more about 

this faith that they had and wanting to have one on my own. 

 

As I started coming to Bethany every week, it became a second home to me. I start-

ed learning more and cultivating my faith. Faith became so much more real to me in 

2018 when I found out I had to repeat Sec 3 at the end of 2017. I was devastated 

but I wanted to see it as the Lord’s plan for me. I was greatly encouraged  by the 

Youth Conference that year, The Same Spirit of Faith. It made me realise and under-

stand the need and importance of faith. We learnt on how faith enables us to en-

dure the hardships of life. I began my second year in Sec 3 with a newfound faith 

and strength. I started relying more on the Lord’s strength instead of my own and 

I Know Whom I Have Believed 



studying and coping with school became so much easier. After finishing O Levels 

(2019), I looked back at my Secondary School journey and I realised that the Lord 

had allowed this setback in my life for me to draw closer to Him. I realised how 

much I needed that year as it was then when I started cultivating my relationship 

with the Lord. 

 

Studies have never been my greatest feat. I used to get anxiety attacks when I did 

my papers nearly throughout my Secondary School life. I would blank out and 

wouldn't be able to do my papers. I struggled in my studies and it'd take me double 

or even more the effort to get the same grade as others. Anxiety would always fill 

my heart when it came to matters of my academics. This really changed after the 

Youth Conference in 2017. The grace He has shown is immeasurable as I never 

would have thought I'd be able to make it into JC. As I slowly started including the 

Lord in my life more and more, He started to give me the strength I needed to pull 

through each day. That was the very strength that got me through Os and that same 

strength has never been more real especially in the past few months in J2. I realised 

that faith has been the thing that has been keeping me going. While I may be able 

to find escape in dance, my problems would find its way back to me after that. Yet, 

something that has been a constant and the greatest source of comfort is definitely 

the Lord. Being able to turn to Him and call for help and strength brings a different 

sense of comfort. Being able to seek refuge at times when I feel like I'm at my lowest 

and knowing that He is there has been so assuring. I can't help but respond with a 

heart full of thankfulness of having such a great and loving God to turn to. 

 

When I started attending Catechism Class, I always thought that one needed to have 

a ‘perfect’ life before getting baptised but it marks the start of our journey in our 

walk with the Lord. Fears clouded my mind of not being good enough to get bap-

tised and that I wasn’t ready for it. However, I was constantly reminded by the Lord’s 

love shown to me through His people. I had been fearful to take the step forward 

and make the decision but every time feelings of unworthiness would fill my mind 

and I would feel like I was not ready and I shouldn’t rush into it. Yet, I realised that 

that should give me an even greater reason to seek to be identified with the Lord- 

The need for salvation and how much I really needed the Lord in my life.  

 

The verse that I’ve kept with me is taken from 2 Timothy 1:12. It was the verse that 

was from Youth Conference in 2014. 

 

“For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed, for I know 

whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have com-

mitted to Him until that Day” 



Bethany Independent-Presbyterian Church 

The Lord has so graciously extended His hand of salvation to me and I can’t help 

but give thanks to Him. The best response I could offer would be to hold fast to 

this faith and to identify myself with the Lord. Though I may still fall short of the 

glory of the Lord, this faith is something I hold close to my heart and will treasure it 

for all the days of my life. 


