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Hello everyone, my name is Bernice Leong and I am 24 years old this year. Even 

though I am considered quite young, I have experienced God’s abundant grace per-

sonally, and I will be sharing with you my belief in the Lord Jesus Christ as my per-

sonal Saviour. 

 

I was born in a Christian family and went to church as a child but was brought by a 

friend to Bethany at 13 years old. As a teenager, God had shown me His grace on 

a few encounters. Once, my Sunday school teacher told us that many people feel a 

deep sense of void in their hearts which cannot seem to be filled. It spoke to me as 

I had persistently felt emptiness in my heart, hence I prayed to God about it and 

this emptiness was actually filled! Thus, I began to have a small faith in God.  

 

Rejection of God and Pursuit of Own Desires 

As I grew older, I continued attending church, but I was also exposed to perspec-

tives and theories opposing to my faith, which my mind internalised and my heart 

embraced. Confused, I allowed my heart to turn away from God to the point where 

I found it hard to believe in His existence anymore. Rejecting God, I fervently pur-

sued things of the world which I desired greatly, e.g. popularity among people, a 

beautiful appearance, excellent academic achievements and even money. My hope 

of attaining satisfaction and happiness was in them, so I controlled every detail of 

my life to ensure that I achieved them. I began to live a life fraught with worries and 

fears. 

 

My desire to attain perfect scores in my studies during Junior College and Universi-

ty resulted in panic attacks in the exam hall. During a panic attack, my head would 

be spinning, and I would feel like I was losing grip of the present reality. Hence, 

though I had studied very hard for the exam, I was unable to perform optimally. 

Attempting to curb the panic attacks, I visited the school counsellor and tried to 

have positive self-talk with myself, but they did not work. Distraught, I realised that I 

was truly helpless and weak, and that I needed God. Therefore, I begged God in 

prayer to help me. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Turning Point in my Faith 

This decision to return to God changed my life slowly but surely. I realised that 

God has always been waiting for me, because the moment I returned to Him, He 

revealed Himself to me. Initially, I still could not fully grasp the existence of God. 

However, with the help of teachers in Bethany who guided me from the Bible, I took 

a leap of faith to trust in His grace and power that would be enough to bring me 

through my exams. My trust was not misplaced as I did not suffer a panic attack 

during my exams! 

 

Thereafter, I continued experiencing the grace of God in my life through answered 

prayers of the things which I desired. For instance, I started performing much better 

in University and even attained two academic awards, which I knew that I could not 

have achieved purely by my own hard work or ability. However, contrary to my orig-

inal belief, I did not attain satisfaction and lasting happiness in them as I found my-

self in a never-ending cycle of desiring greater things. Instead, my soul was satisfied 

by the peace coming from the assurance that God was there for me. 

 

Understanding of Sin and Belief in the Gospel 

My degree in Politics and International Relations in University had made me aware 

of the many crimes happening in the world. I found it hard to comprehend why 

people would do terrible deeds to others. Upset and indignant, I often criticised 

them. However, when I was reading the gospel one day, I understood that the inner 

nature of man is sinful. Gradually, I shifted my focus from looking at the sins of 

other people to recognising my own sins. Just like everyone else, I too have fallen 

short of the glory of God. I thought I had felt close to God, but suddenly, I felt very 

distant from Him. 

 

Towards the end of my University days, I began to search for the truth of the gospel. 

On top of persistently praying to God, I read many books, talked to people in 

church and read the Bible for myself. At first, I was still struggling deeply with unbe-

lief. It was only by the power of God that I could be enlightened to believe in the 

wondrous news of the gospel where God offers justification and access to Him 

through the death of the Lord Jesus Christ. Knowing more about the Lord Jesus’ 

character and ministry also opened my heart to Him to finally accept Him as my 

personal Saviour. 

 

Changed Life 

I may not have understood everything under the sun about faith, but what I know is 

(Continued from page 3) 
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that God is real, and He is good. No longer do I wish to write my own life story, 

but for Him to be the author of my life. By entrusting my life to God, I have found 

freedom because the seemingly attractive things of this world no longer have con-

trol over me. My daily satisfaction comes simply from relying on the grace and mer-

cies of my heavenly Father whom I know will provide for my needs, just like how He 

provides for the birds in the air and the lilies of the field. I no longer live a life 

fraught with worries and anxieties. Instead, I face each day with a special sense of 

peace and happiness within my heart.  

“But as it is written: 

'Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, 

Nor have entered into the heart of man 

The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.'” 

1 Corinthians 2:9 

 

Final Words 

Lastly, I wish to express my sincere gratitude towards the many people in Bethany. 

Thank you, pastors, teachers, friends and those whom I serve with in the cleaning 

team. Without your dedicated guidance from the Bible and constant encouragement, 

I could not have found genuine faith. I also wish to encourage all who have just 

begun or are currently searching for faith to not give up. Though there may be many 

challenges and the journey can be very tough, it will be worth it. I shed many tears 

in my journey of finding faith and sometimes it seemed like I would never get there, 

but I am glad that I had persevered because it is the best thing that happened in my 

life. 

(Continued from page 4) 



Hello, my name is Betsy Hoe. I am 71 years old and I have been waiting for dec-

ades for this day when I am finally baptised! 

 

My initial encounter with the knowledge of God 

I was born in Muar, Malaysia. I was privileged to be educated in a missionary school 

until secondary school. Everyday, without fail I would go for a catechism class 

taught by a nun. Although my knowledge about the Lord was limited but it was 

there that my desire and my devotion to know about God began to grow. 

 

My old nature 

However, instead of setting my mind on things above, I lost my focus when I came 

to Singapore to make a living. I got married but it was a bitter marriage. While my 

son, Say Keat, was serving in the Army, and my daughter, Yvonne, was studying in 

Australia; we filed for a divorce. It was a nasty divorce. For the longest time I could 

remember I sought the Lord for protection over my two children. And in my old 

nature, I was prepared to do anything and everything, just to protect my two chil-

dren, even if it means to do harmful things to others. 

 

Discovery of faith     

In 2006, my beloved daughter, Yvonne, was diagnosed with a brain tumour. She 

had begun to attend Bethany through Pastor Christopher whom she met while she 

was studying in Perth. And I accompanied Yvonne to Bethany too. It was in Bethany 

that I discovered about faith through hearing the word of God. It was a trying time 

for me as a single mother but I never felt alone going through it all. I knew that 

God was there for me and with me. And my desire to know God, which was lost 

decades ago, began to reignite deep within me. 

 

Display of God’s attributes 

In Bethany, I see God’s goodness. His lovingkindness was expressed through Pastor 

Charlie and the church when they offered a job to Yvonne. I was deeply touched 

because Yvonne was a cancer patient, yet, the church hired her. And her salary came 

in handy for our expenses because I was unemployed then. I was struggling finan-

cially with Yvonne’s medical bills and was mentally stressed. In the multitude of His 

(Continued on page 7) 
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mercy, God answered my plea. I received an insurance payout just in time for her 

medical bills.  

 

At the last stage of Yvonne’s cancer, I was on the brink of losing my mind com-

pletely. The anticipation of her death was overwhelming. Which parent can wait in 

anticipation for the death of their child? There was an overwhelming sense of con-

fusion, disbelief, denial, sadness and despair. I was so depressed that I was admitted 

into hospital. I lost my memory and I could not even recall my own name. It was 

there that God’s mercy and grace nursed me back to health through the close fol-

low up from Teacher Pat and prayers from Pastor Charlie and the church. Slowly, I 

recovered my memory. 

 

Definite faith 

After Yvonne was called home to the Lord, I never felt alone. The Lord was there for 

me. When I faced challenges at work, I knew the Lord was there for me. Instead of 

relying on the old nature where I trusted myself to handle whatever challenges 

come my way; I relied on the Lord and trusted in Him. I would pray often and seek 

Him, and I know He leads me. 

   

Developing faith 

I can’t share with you enough how much I desire to come back to Bethany and lis-

ten to Pastor Charlie’s messages. I have a problem reading on the phone and com-

puter, and so, coming back to church is the most natural thing for me to do. There 

is a sense of joy and peace within my heart listening to each message. It is as if, 

God is talking straight to me. I attended Sunday Worship so often until I was told to 

give other brethren a chance to return back to church to attend Sunday Worship! 

And when I heard about the resumption of catechism class, I made a beeline to 

attend the class. I really enjoy listening to God’s message, so much so that my sister, 

Karen and I would discuss what we have heard after each Sunday message. And we 

both agreed that God’s word has power to make a change in our lives. There is a 

sense of joy talking about the Lord’s message and I am not as easily frustrated as 

before. 

 

My last desire 

Today, my long-awaited for desire has been answered! The journey to discover faith 

through the hearing of God’s word has brought a new lease of life to me. Therefore, 

my natural response is to identify myself with my Lord who gave me salvation, joy 

and peace. I am both happy and relieved because I know Heaven is real. And I 

know when I return home to the Lord, I will reunite with my beloved Yvonne. Now, 

my last desire is my hope for my family to come to know the Lord, especially, my 

dear son, Say Keat.   



Dear Pastoral team, Session members, fellow Brethren of Bethany, GREETINGS! 

 

My name is Enzo. I first started attending Bethany in July 2018, following an invita-

tion from Samuel Mok, whom many of you affectionately know as “Smok”. He and I 

are the same age, and we know each other from University, where he studied Geog-

raphy and I studied Music. During my three years of study, I would attend Bethany 

during the periods I returned home from England. Now, I stand before you, with 

great joy and thanksgiving, to recount my testimony of faith. 

 

I trace my beginnings with the Christian faith back to my childhood days, when my 

parents would take me to church. Their background was with the Roman Catholic 

church, so naturally, I followed suit. I was baptised at 6-years-old, and a few years 

later, began attending the Catholic version of Sunday School, “Catechism”. After 

enduring much social isolation and bullying for several years, I eventually resolved 

to stop attending at age 12, and never attended services regularly from then on. 

Looking back at my old lesson materials, I realised that I was only ever taught bibli-

cal facts, but never their implications for faith. I knew very little about God and the 

Lord Jesus, and instead was taught a lot about how to be a good person – a good 

Catholic. I felt excluded for my limited knowledge of Catholic rites and doctrines as 

my peers, who had had a ‘head start’ on learning. There was always a ‘quiet snob-

bery’ in the church which never sat well with me. I was glad that my parents didn’t 

force me when I stopped going altogether. 

 

Fast forward to post-National Service when I randomly decided to return to Catho-

lic worship (called ‘Mass’), in the hope of ‘getting back into religion’. I departed for 

the UK in September 2017 with the same curious state of wanting to discover God 

and take my faith more seriously. Despite seeking out a Catholic church upon my 

arrival, my circumstances seemed to lead me towards Protestantism. As it turns out, 

five out of six of the other Singaporean music students at my uni were Christians, 

and they were all quick to reach out and establish community upon my arrival. I was 

invited to attend Christian Union on campus (a para-church organisation), and two 

of my seniors’ churches. I’m still not sure why I decided to actively partake in these 

Christian activities despite my Catholic background. Perhaps there was something 

special in these Christians that made me curious… 

 

As the months wore on in school, a number of convictions in my heart emerged. 

One, I was increasingly aware and frustrated at my lack of biblical knowledge; not 

Home At Last 



only did the Christians I know have a close affinity with scripture, they also had a 

level of faith that I had never seen before. Two, I was compelled to seek the truth: of 

God and his kingdom, of the Gospel, of the Lord Jesus, of our very existence. I had 

been led to believe destructive false teachings regarding salvation in the Catholic 

church, and truth became a highly valuable thing for me. Three, and perhaps most 

crucially, my conscience bore down on me that I was a sinner in dire need of re-

pentance. God spoke to me through his word, and my spiritual consciousness be-

gan to open up. My curiosity soon became a hunger for biblical knowledge and 

wisdom. God’s Word became alive to me; the words of John 3:16-17 became so 

much more than just a famous line from the Gospel. It became real and true for me, 

because I realised that I, a truly insignificant person in comparison, could be loved 

by God Almighty, so much so that He would give His only begotten Son to save 

me from my rebellious, wicked self. The gift of faith, justification and salvation 

through the riches of God’s grace and lovingkindness; these were revelations that 

turned my life around irrevocably.  

 

Since coming to faith, I have decided to make painful but worthwhile decisions to 

leave certain aspects of my old lifestyle, which some closer members in Bethany 

know about. Ephesians 4:17-24 comes to mind, when the Apostle Paul reminds us 

of our new identity in Christ: 

“put off […] the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful 
lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and […] put on the 
new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness 
and holiness.” 

I look back on my life several years ago and cannot help but notice the similarities 

with Ephesians 2:1-3. As Christians we are no longer “aliens” from God’s people, 

“strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 

world” (Ephesians 2:12). Because of Christ’s redemptive work, in dying for us on the 

cross, we are brought near by his blood and cleansed from all unrighteousness! 

Thank God for beginning this good work of sanctification in me! 

 

Throughout my faith journey, I am thankful for the significant Christian mentors I 

looked to whilst in the UK. In Bethany, I am indebted to Pastor Ben Chong, Intern-

Pastor Eugene and my Sunday School teachers for running alongside. I am grateful 

to Pastor Charlie and the Pastoral team, for their commitment to Godly counsel, 

teaching and gracious reproof. To all brethren in Bethany who welcomed me so 

warmly since my first day – a big thank you for your love! 

 

On 28 March 2020, I arrived back in Singapore for the final time, in an empty 

A380, in the midst of great instability of the burgeoning Covid-19 Pandemic. It is 

particularly poignant that I am seeking baptism exactly a year later, to formally ac-

count for my newfound faith. Praise God, for his mercies are renewed every day! 



Dear Brethren of Bethany, I am Evin Tay and I am 26 years old. I graduated from 

university last year and have just started working. I first attended Bethany in February 

2018, and have been coming ever since. Before coming to Bethany, I was briefly 

exposed to Christianity through friends. Then, God was a distant figure to me, and I 

had little knowledge of the Word. I had very little faith in Christ and there was no 

real relationship with God. My knowledge about God was superficial and there was 

a lack of understanding of the wonderful work of salvation and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

 

Seeking to Know More 

I began attending Senior Sunday School (SSS1) and joined at the time where we just 

started on the book of John. During one of my first few classes, we learnt from John 

1:37-38, where Jesus turned and asked His first two disciples, “What do you seek?” 

That lesson spoke to me  because the very same question could be applied to me. 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 

opened to you.” Matthew 7:7-8.  I was encouraged that if I were to seek God ear-

nestly, He will reveal Himself to me. Hence, I wanted to find God real for myself, 

and decided to attend SSS1, Young People’s Group (YPG) and Morning Worship 

Service on a regular basis. Sunday School also provided me a chance for closer in-

teraction with my teachers and friends, who were always encouraging and always 

took time outside of church to get to know us better.  

 

Gradually, I began to understand my small seed of faith better. As I gained 

knowledge from the Word taught to me, I found answers to the initial doubts and 

questions I had. However, I still found it challenging to apply this faith. I found it 

difficult to translate what I learnt at church to my daily life. However, Teacher Alvin 

pointed out to my class that very often, this is because of our over-reliance on our 

own strength. Upon reflection, I realised that this was the case for me. I often ap-

proached the challenges of school and work with what needs to be done, and not 

prayer as my first response.  

 

To Walk by Faith, and Not by Sight 

However, after one of the Easter’s message by Pastor, I was deeply challenged to 

apply faith into my life. “Then Jesus said to him, ‘Unless you people see signs and 
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wonders, you will by no means believe.” John 4:48 .It was a rebuke to me that I 

often lived by sight and my own strength, but did not walk by faith. Similar to how 

the nobleman asked the Lord Jesus to come down and heal his son physically, I 

find myself neglecting the Lord’s guidance just because there is seemingly a lack of 

physical presence. Yet, I am also encouraged to be like the nobleman where he 

eventually believed that his son was healed just by the Word of Christ. That message 

brought a deeper appreciation for the Lord’s work in my life, and I am seeking to 

apply 1 Peter 1:8 “whom, having not seen, you love. Though now you do not see 

Him, yet believing ,you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of joy”, so as to walk 

with a deeper faith even when we cannot see. In addition, after one of my Sunday 

School classes, I was reminded that to apply faith, it must first not be perceived as a 

“back up plan”. We must not take actions using our own knowledge, but seek the 

Lord’s guidance first. I began to practice this, by reminding myself to first commit all 

things to the Lord before I begin my day of study or work.  

 

Understanding the Gravity of Sin 

My journey towards seeking to grow my faith continued as I began Catechism Class 

last January. At Catechism Class, the severity of sin was highlighted to me. Pastor 

taught that many times, we are not able to recognise our own sin. Even when we 

recognised them, there is often little action taken. One of my first takeaways from 

Catechism class was the importance of both the recognition and repentance from 

sin. I must want to seek repentance for myself. While I understand on one hand we 

can never completely eradicate sin from our lives by our own strengths, this does 

not mean we should sin wilfully. I decided to not focus on my personal ability or 

determination to address sin. I shifted my focus towards the Lord as my source of 

strength. As I took steps to draw closer to God, I realised that many times, before 

we sin, we are often faced with a choice. I began to recognise that I can choose to 

not indulge in sin, and I can decide to overcome that temptation to sin if I wanted 

to. Therefore, for me, this Baptism is indeed not a ritual, but rather a point in my life 

where I want to say “from this moment on, I will want to follow Christ, abide in Him 

and let Him lead me.”  

 

I took time to trace the Lord’s hand in my life and have found that God has never 

withheld His blessings. He has blessed me with a supportive family and friends and 

even a job during these trying times! I know that this faith of mine should not be 

taken for granted, because even faith itself comes as a grace from God. God has 

chosen to reveal Himself to me, so that I can be justified before Him. Ephesians 2:8

-10 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it 

is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workman-

ship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that 



we should walk in them.” I hold these verses very dear to my heart – that I should 

always remember the graciousness of God.  

 

Bethany as My Spiritual Home  

I am thankful to be part of a church like Bethany as well. In Catechism Class, I learnt 

that while John the Baptiser cannot take away sin, he pointed people in the right 

direction, which was towards Christ. Similarly, through coming to Bethany, I was 

pointed in the direction of Christ. I appreciate how the focus of Bethany’s ministry is 

centred on God’s Word. I recall when I first joined Sunday School, I started at John 

Chapter 1. It was taught verse by verse, and that was one of the many things I expe-

rienced at Bethany that impressed me – the Word was taught in detail. It was neither 

rushed, nor was the goal to only complete content. To see the Word taught so con-

scientiously showed me the dedication the leaders in Bethany had towards God 

and His ministry.  

 

I recognise that I will always be a work in progress, and that God will have to con-

tinuously work in my life. Since He has given salvation so freely to me, I should not 

be “waiting for the right moment”, but rather, to accept Christ as my personal Lord 

and Saviour. While I am still learning to continue applying my faith to my daily life, it 

should not stop me from placing my trust in Him.  



Hello everyone, my name is Ruth and it is my privilege to be baptised this Palm 

Sunday! I first came to Bethany in 2003, and attended many years of Junior Camp, 

Youth Conference and Sunday School. However, I had a shallow understanding of 

faith and was uninterested in learning. I attended these activities because my family 

and friends did. Unfortunately, the word of God was not real in my life and I was 

simply a Sunday Christian. Furthermore, I had a shallow faith and had many doubts 

that were unaddressed. Whenever the Word was preached, my heart was not open to 

listening to it and I was resistant to correction. Accordingly, the Word would fall on 

stony ground as my heart was not rooted in the word of God and the eagerness to 

apply the lessons learnt was short-lived. By Monday, I would have forgotten the les-

sons learnt on Sunday, and I would go on living life as per normal.  

 

Fear of inadequacy  

In 2013, my friends and I started to attend Catechism Class. Over time, many start-

ed to take their faith more seriously and took the next step of being baptised or 

reaffirmed in their faith in the Lord. However, that was not the case for me. While I 

rejoiced with my friends in being identified with the Lord, I always felt a strong 

sense of guilt and shame – that I could never be ‘good enough’ to be baptised. My 

initial understanding of baptism was an endpoint that had a checklist of must-do’s, 

in order to be considered ‘good enough’ to be baptised. Additionally, I was under 

the notion that those who were baptised were held to higher standards of account-

ability to others, and that was not something I felt ready to take on yet. 

 

Nevertheless, I am deeply thankful to God for His faithfulness and love outpoured 

in my life over the years. Despite how inconsistent my walk with God was, He has 

always been faithful, loving, and His hand of provision is unmistakably clear in my 

life. As I completed my final year of university education last year, doubts and fears 

about finding a job began to cloud my mind. 2020 was a year of tremendous 

doubt, in view of the COVID-19 pandemic, and the job market. Many had lost their 

jobs, others were forced to take wage cuts, and the Government had to roll out 

many job support schemes to cushion the economic impact of COVID-19.  

 

I then thought to myself, if companies are unable to retain their own existing staff 

(Continued on page 14) 
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due to cost-cutting measures, what more hire a new fresh graduate with no working 

experience under her belt? Yet in His grace and mercy, He graciously provided a job 

opening for me in a company which I had previously done an internship with. In 

addition to having a job during the pandemic, I was allocated back to the same 

team that I had done my internship with and was familiar with the team dynamics 

there! My bosses and colleagues have also been very patient and nurturing in their 

interactions with me. This is evidently God’s hand at work, and I cannot at all take 

credit for His provision. 

 

Justified by His grace 

When I recall His provision in my life – seeing me through my university education, 

as well as job search, my heart is immensely grateful, and I decided to take my faith 

seriously henceforth.  

 

As I attended Catechism Class this year, one of Pastor’s messages spoke to me 

deeply – and addressed one of my deep-rooted fears of being “inadequate” or 

“unworthy” of baptism. This was encapsulated in his message of the Baptism of Re-

pentance and what it means to be justified. The more I came and learnt, the more I 

was corrected of my understanding of baptism. I learnt that as a sinner, I could nev-

er be righteous or “good enough”, as I have fallen short of the glory of God. Justifi-

cation from God meant that I could never atone for any of my sins and salvation 

can only be in and through the Lord Jesus who has died to save us from our sins! 

 

Romans 3:21-24 reads:  

“But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being 

witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the righteousness of God, 

through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no 

difference; for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being jus-

tified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”  

 

With this newfound insight and understanding on how salvation is not by merit, 

there was a great sense of peace in my heart. I decided to seek baptism this Easter, 

as a mark of my commitment to follow Christ, and in response to God’s love and 

goodness in my life. 

 

Additionally, I recalled the lesson on Simon Peter’s repentance and his conviction of 

heart. Jesus knew what Peter needed in order to be convinced to follow Him. Peter 

needed to see the greatness of the Lord and had to recognise his sinfulness before 

a great God. In Luke 5, Jesus performed a personal miracle for Peter. Fishing in the 

daytime and in the deep was unusual, yet they “caught a great number of fish, and 



their net was breaking”. This miracle helped Peter to realise this, especially when he 

doubted in the Lord’s word. The Lord reached out to me, just like Jesus who 

reached out to Peter and knew what he needed. He met me where I was, and as I 

look back over the past six to eight months, I cannot help but see God’s goodness 

and graciousness in my life. I’m deeply thankful for His hand of provision and bless-

ing, and at the same time, conscious that I truly need the Lord.  

 

Baptism as a start, not an endpoint 

Baptism is a beginning of a lifetime of commitment to walking with the Lord, and 

not an endpoint. Even as I get baptised this Easter, Romans 12:1-2 remains close to 

my heart, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you pre-

sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasona-

ble service. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the re-

newing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 

perfect will of God.” 

 

My desire is to fill my heart, mind and life with His word, and to meditate on them, 

so that I may be fruitful for Him. I also seek to take my place in Bethany and serve 

the Lord in areas that He calls me to.  



Belle and I tied the knot on July 2018 and we only decided to try for a child a year 

later. We prayed and asked God if He’s willing, may He bless us with a child. With 

the passing of each month and receiving the negative results, we cannot help but 

feel disheartened and disappointed. But this taught us that things do not always go 

according to our plans. God in His perfect timing, He will give us what He thinks is 

best for us. We learnt to trust and to wait upon the Lord. Soon, we found out that 

we were expecting a baby and it was during the circuit breaker period. We thank 

God for answering our prayers and blessing us!  

 

There were many uncertainties when the pandemic struck. We thank God that our 

jobs are safe as this is the last thing we would want to deal with especially when we 

are expecting a baby. Many were affected in one way or another yet the only 

change we had to deal with is to work from home. Thank God!  

 

Working from home turned out to be a wonderful arrangement for us. During the 

first trimester, Belle was experiencing terrible morning sickness. She was easily nause-

ous and weak thus to be able to work/rest at the comfort of home and not spend 

time travelling was something that we truly thank God for. This arrangement also 

allowed me to accompany and support her.  

 

We also shared the good news with Pastor and he encouraged us to prepare for the 

many challenges ahead and that we need to pray even more. Pastor also told us to 

take care of our physical and emotional health as this would also affect the baby. 

We thank God for many others who were rejoicing with us and praying for us. We 

do not want to take these blessings from God for granted.  

 

God has faithfully protected and watched over Belle and our son (Luke) every step 

of the way, ensuring that the pregnancy and delivery progressed smoothly.  

The idea behind “Luke” is also the idea of a bringer of light.  

“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16) 
 
It is our prayer that Luke will grow up to be a light to others through his works and 

to seek to glorify God each and every day. We pray that he will grow up to know 
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God, to love God and to serve God. We have experienced the love of God and we 

hope that he will be able to experience the same too.  

 

As Luke is presented to the Lord for Paedo baptism, we are conscious that he be-

longs to the Lord. We are given this wonderful privilege to raise Luke up and we 

know that we definitely need the Lord’s wisdom and guidance. We pray that He can 

teach us to be good examples for Luke.  



Dear Seth, do you know you were specially appointed?  

 

Your mum sought after God’s good timing  

Doctor said New Year’s Eve you’d be arriving  

Then God decided that on Christmas Day 

We’d bring you home - O, what a day! 

So like Seth in Scripture was for his mum & dad 

You are our winsome reward, you make us glad! 

 

Dear Seth, do you know about second chances? 

 

You’re cute, cuddly, and often smiley 

But some day you’ll do things that are ugly 

Yet God supplies salvation instead  

The One who crushed the serpent’s head  

So as Seth after Abel brought new hope for man  

We wish to point you to God’s wondrous plan  

 

Dear God, you know dear Seth far better than we do 

 

How precious Your lovingkindness has been 

We are sated by the sweetness we have tasted, held, and seen 

So help us to find strength, in the shadow of Your wings 

Help us to find light, in the shadows of our days 

That dear Seth may be - a strong and pleasant tree 

In Jesus’ name, we pray - let it be 

Seth’s Baptism Testimony 



My name is Benny Seow and I am 48 years old. 

 

I came to know about Christianity when I was a teenager, but I never really knew 

God at that time, except that it is a religion of the Westerner and if I believed in it I 

would be defying my parents who were Buddhism and Taoism worshipper. My jour-

ney as a believer did not really set off until post national service where I started to 

attend church regularly and was actively involved in the Audio & Video ministry. By 

God’s grace, He blessed me with a good job and helped me completed my part-

time Degree. I was doing relatively well and achieved much in my career until I be-

came a fool.  

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge. 
But fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 

Proverbs 1:7 
Complacency had stepped in and I began to think that I had achieved all of the 

accomplishments through my own hard work and commitment to the company by 

working after office hours and even on weekends. I feared disappointing man, as I 

sought for praises and thought that self-confidence would bring me success. Gradu-

ally, I began to live a life without God, and I was happy I had things under control.  

Without going into the detail, I walked onto the wrong path and made many mis-

takes. I disregarded God’s words and I knew I had sinned. Repentance was what I 

wanted to do but the feeling of ashamed, hypocrite, underserving to go back to 

God was really a struggle. 

 

In 2013, God showed mercy on me and in His faithfulness, He gave me a “lifeline”. 

I was out of job for some time and desperately needed an income to provide for 

the family. Miraculously, I got a job on the same day of the interview. Something 

which I knew this could not have happened without Him because it was quite a 

reputable organization where interview process take time. 

Since then, Proverbs 9:10 had become a part of my life. 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 

And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” 

 

Beginning with Bethany 

The first visit I made to Bethany was in Dec 2017 where my family and I attended 
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our first Bethany Christmas concert. Since then, the counter started. The concert was 

awesome, the performance and singing were simply amazing with the Love & Joy of 

God permeating the Sanctuary. Till today, this is still vividly imprinted in me.   

 

I began to attend Prayer Meeting in April 2018 to learn and know God's word 

more. Pastor was teaching from the Book of Psalms and the lessons brought me 

much insight and understanding. Before this, Psalm had never been so interesting 

and real to me and it was like reading the Bible in new light. 

 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
I shall not want. 

He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 
He leads me beside the still waters. 

He restores my soul; 
He leads me in the paths of righteousness 

For His name’s sake. 
Psalm 23:1-3 

 
Although my family and I are new in Bethany, the "blending in" period was not 

much of a challenge because the warmness of the people in Bethany overshadowed 

the "awkwardness" we were anticipating. Within a short period of time, our girls were 

hardly with us after we arrived in Church every Sunday. I guess they too have found 

their own fellowship, like us, in the house of the Lord. 

 

Ever since we began attending Bethany, the learning of God's word and knowing 

Him in a personal aspect is not limited to my wife and me. We also saw the growth 

in our girls through their participation in church. In addition, what was even more 

amazing was God's grace and mercy on my parents. God had healed them from 

their respective major operations. Shortly after they visited Bethany in December 

2018, they decided to accept the Lord as their Saviour and were baptised on 13 

December 2020. Amen! 

 

Undeservingly a sinner saved by His grace, I am grateful for God's mercy and for 

leading us to Bethany. I hope to continue learning the Word of God as I learn to be 

that little light of His as a part of the Bethany family. 



My name is Cheryl and this is my story of how I have come to faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ and seek to be a member of the Bethany family.  

 

Background 

I grew up from a family with a Buddhist-Taoist background. My parents, especially 

my mother, are very religious and would often go to temples to worship during the 

1st and 15th days of the lunar calendar month to pray for blessings and protection 

over the family. Being young and ignorant, I would follow them to temples and wor-

ship idols at home. During examination time, I would kneel and pray fervently for 

the “Gods” to bless me with good results. However, I knew that I did not have a 

connection with the idols. Thoughts of whether they were real and were listening to 

my prayers would come to mind, but I would just brush those thoughts aside. 

Christianity only came into my life when I had secondary school friends and teach-

ers who were Christians. Then, I was curious about this religion that they were fol-

lowing but I did not continue finding out more. I was more interested in pursuing 

the worldly pleasures and having fun with friends. 

 

Salvation  

I first stepped into a church at age 22 years old in 1996. I learnt about the Lord 

Jesus Christ and how He came to save us from our sins. I accepted Him as my Lord 

and Saviour on my 2nd visit to the church. I recognised the sins in my life and knew 

that this God is real and different from the idols I had prayed to at home. I wanted 

to know Him more. There was great joy and peace in my heart after I accepted Him 

into my life.   

 

God Became Real and Personal 

As a young Christian, I began to learn how to pray and read the Bible under the 

guidance of church friends and leaders. Life was smooth sailing during the first few 

years of becoming a Christian. I graduated with good results and was able to find a 

job despite the economic crisis that took place in 1998. However, I began to slowly 

slacken in my spiritual walk with God after I got married to Benny in year 2000.  

My relationship with Benny was affected within six months into our marriage. We 

had differences in our way of handling many matters. I started to realise the possi-

bility of my marriage breaking down and began to really seek God for restoration of 

My Journey of Faith 



my marriage. I asked for His forgiveness, mercy and grace to change my selfish ways 

and His hands to heal and restore my marriage.  

 

My first pregnancy was plagued with problems as the foetus was found to have se-

vere abnormity and would not be able to survive after the second or third trimester 

of the pregnancy. With troubled heart, I turned to the Heavenly Father for strength 

and wisdom to handle this devastating news. However, every subsequent check-up 

of the foetus was met with discouraging news that the baby was not getting better. 

My faith in God was being tested and pressure from parents to abort the baby was 

high. Benny and I did not want to give up the baby and prayed that as God had 

given life to this baby, He would also be the one to take the baby away if the con-

dition did not improve. At the 17th week, the baby’s heartbeat stopped. God had 

been gracious to deliver us from this adversity as well as the baby’s suffering.  I had 

two subsequent miscarriages but God had given me the strength to overcome them 

and has blessed me with two daughters, Megan and Chloe Seow. 

 

I had always approached problems using my own wisdom and understanding and 

by seeking the counsel of men. However, throughout these challenges, I understand 

I am not alone to handle them and God is teaching me to be patient and learn to 

wait upon Him. My faith in Him have strengthened with each of these challenges. I 

believe He will continue to provide me with grace and wisdom to handle new chal-

lenge as I place my trust in Him. 

“Wait on the LORD; 

Be of good courage, 

And He shall strengthen your heart; 

Wait, I say, on the LORD!” 

Psalm 27:14 

  

“And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect 

in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the 

power of Christ may rest upon me.” 

2 Corinthians 12:9 

 

Coming to Bethany 

We first came to Bethany to attend the Christmas Concert in 2017.  The way the 

whole concert was being conducted and the joy on the faces of every performer left 

a deep impression on me. My family started attending the Sunday Worship Services 

in August 2018. The pulpit messages shared by Pastor Charles ministers to my 

heart every week since then and rekindled my interest to read the word of God 

again. I have gained valuable insights about reading the Word of God which I had 



never fully understood previously. I did not realise how little I know about the Bible 

and resolved to find out more by attending the Senior Sunday School. 

 

The initial awkwardness of attending a new church, being in an unfamiliar environ-

ment and the different way of worship soon disappeared as the brethren in Bethany 

welcomed and befriended us.  I thank God for Pastor Charles who had warmly wel-

comed my family into Bethany. We saw God’s love and grace through him as he 

showed kindness and warmth towards us. I am thankful to Pastors Mark and Mitch 

for their patience in clarifying any doubts Benny and I had in the catechism class. 

I am also grateful to God for leading my parents-in-law to accept faith in the Lord 

Jesus Christ in Bethany. They first attended Bethany in December 2020 and they 

felt the warmth of the brethren who came to befriend them. My in-laws saw the 

hand of God upon their lives as they each went through major operations. Their 

desire to want to accept Christ into their lives were evident through the getting rid 

of the idol statues in their house. Pastor Charles also ministered to them and they 

were baptised in December 2020.  

 

God has been good and faithful to guide my family to Bethany. Our lives have 

been greatly enriched through the Word of God shared in the church. My prayer is 

for my family to continue to grow spiritually in Bethany and be faithful in serving 

Him.  

 

Psalm 27:4 

One thing I have desired of the LORD, 

That will I seek: 

That I may dwell in the house of the LORD 

All the days of my life, 

To behold the beauty of the LORD, 

And to inquire in His temple. 



My name is Danae Chiong. I am 28 this year, and I work as a Physiotherapist. I 

came to know the Lord as I grew up going to church since I was a child.  

 

God became real to me in my teenage years in the midst of challenges. SInce 

young, I struggled with a medical condition, eczema, which contributed to issues of 

self-image. I often questioned why I had to have this painful and at times, debilitat-

ing condition. By the grace of God, He began a work of restoration and healing in 

my heart. I took comfort in the fact that it was the Lord who fashioned me in my 

inward being, and that despite the physical blemishes, I am fearfully and wonderfully 

made (Psalm 139). Additionally, I began to draw strength from the word of God 

and my relationship with Him grew through the challenges I faced in school. I grew 

to believe in the message of the Lord Jesus’ forgiveness of my sins. In faith, I am 

justified, and can be confident that He who began a good work in me will carry it 

on to completion until the day of Christ’s return (Philippians 1:6). I was baptised in 

2010 in my former church, convinced that there was no other way, but to follow 

Christ.  

 

However in 2018, I started to have serious questions about certain beliefs and 

practices that I had grown up with in my previous church, and my faith was affected. 

Some things that I questioned were in the areas of faith healing, modern day proph-

esying and speaking of tongues. I was troubled by my lack of knowledge, and how 

answers that I sought were not forthcoming. 

 

Meanwhile, I accepted the invitation from my brother Timon to watch the Christmas 

production by Bethany in 2018, which I enjoyed very much. Prior to this, I had at-

tended a session of Young Adults Group meeting, and also my brother’s baptismal 

service. It was significant how Scripture was taught in each session that I attended. 

Following that, I decided to take some time to see what further lessons I could learn 

in Bethany.  

 

Over the months in Bethany, I experienced the word of God being taught in a fresh 

new way each time. I appreciated the fact that there was the focus on studying the 

Word meticulously. For instance, pastors and teachers took time to explain the root 

words of verses in the originally written language, Greek, and sought to teach the 

My Search for Truth 



background of the verses at hand. This was opposed to using Scripture generally 

across all situations. I learnt that without  the careful study of the Word, verses such 

as “with God, all things are possible” can be wrongly applied. In addition, I took to 

heart the warning in Hosea 4:6 where it says, "My people are destroyed for a lack 

of knowledge". I learnt how important it is to grow in knowledge of Scripture and to 

be well rooted in it. 

 

I am thankful for the many avenues in Bethany to grow in knowledge and under-

standing from the Scriptures - Young Adults Group, Sunday school, Bible Study, 

Catechism class and interactions with my Sunday School Teacher, Dr Jane Tan, were 

some of the opportunities to learn, ask and seek clarification. These helped me to 

grow in knowledge of Scripture. Slowly, misinterpretations of the Word and errone-

ous beliefs from my past were brought to light and corrected. Learning spiritual 

truths has taught me to have a proper regard for the Lord, and to have a right ap-

proach to the challenges of life. In my search for truth, I have learnt to appreciate 

the blessings of God, both physical as well as spiritual.  

 

I appreciate the Bethany community for being one in which I can learn and grow in 

faith. As I fellowship with the brethren, I find great joy and encouragement interact-

ing and speaking about faith in the Lord. I have also caught glimpses of faith in ac-

tion as I witnessed how many have been faithfully, humbly and joyfully giving of 

their time to ministry (e.g. cleaning, carpark duty, cooking, webteam, AV team) which 

made worship in Bethany an enjoyable one. This has spurred in me a desire to 

serve, and to put my faith in action. 

 

I thank God for the Word that has brought light into my life, and I thank God for 

leading me to Bethany where the Word is fearfully and carefully taught. Last but not 

least, I thank God for the people in Bethany that have been such a blessing to my 

life, and to the growth of my faith. 

 

I want to grow in my faith and understanding, to know this wonderful, gracious 

God in a deeper way, even as I take this step of transference.  



 I am Grace Tay. At the age of sixteen, I wanted to search for true meaning 

in life.  My classmate brought me to church. I came to know that I was a sinner and 

Jesus had sacrificed His life to redeem my sins. My heart was filled with joy and 

gratitude to Him. I prayed that since my life no longer belonged to me, I was willing 

to live for Him and serve Him. I was baptized at the same year. Years later, I got mar-

ried and had three children. I spent more time with my family, and my family be-

came center of my life. My focus on God deviated 

 

I first came to Bethany IPC during the Easter Concert in 2012, I was 

brought by my daughter Jerrie.  She wished our family would be able to worship 

God together. 

 

Jerrie fell sick in the following year. I saw her struggle and suffer for four 

years, yet the illness did not ruin her relationship with God.  She was able to face 

many challenges and hardships through God’s mercy. She did not know what would 

happen tomorrow, whether there would be storm or sunshine. She did not grumble, 

was not angry, nor was she dismayed. Instead, she encouraged me. She said that 

what we had encountered was not just a coincidence. She also reminded me that I 

must always praise Him and not just focus on our needs. Just a few months before 

she was called home to be with the Lord, she said “I am ready to go home if this is 

His will, if He wants me to carry on my duty, I will obey Him.” She fully surrendered 

herself before God. I was impacted by her strong faith and courage.  

 

God was gracious and merciful to me. He did not forsake me. I experienced 

deep grief whenever I missed her, but He would comfort me with His words and 

promises. I knew that I would not have been to move on without His support. I read 

His words and listened to His sermons. His words sustained and nurtured me. When 

I felt dejected, He revealed to me to look up to the sky, to look at the clouds, ad-

mire the nature He had created and to count His blessings. His promises and assur-

ance will never change. It made me feel secure and comforted. 

 

In Search for the  
True Meaning of Life 

 



 I read His words when I am weak and disheartened. He is my refuge and 

comforter. He patiently watched me move on with every small step. Isaiah 43: 7 

“Everyone who is called by My name, whom I have created for My glory, I have 

formed him, yes, I have made him.”  I want to glorify His name and learn to live 

according to His guidance.  



Bethany Independent-Presbyterian Church 

My name is Kiang Shoou Wang, age 67. I am an electrical engineer and still work-

ing. I was a member of the Church of Singapore which was a charismatic church 

that emphasized communal prayer and speaking in tongues. After some years the 

church split out in different groups. I then became a member of the Emmanuel 

Church of Singapore. 

 

After my GCE A level examinations, I went to church services with my sisters while 

waiting for my enrollment to national service. One day after church service, a joyful 

spirit filled my whole body suddenly when I was alone in a quiet night. This first 

experience urged me to become more interested to participating in church activities 

regularly. I believed in John 3:16 and accepted Jesus as my personal Saviour in my 

heart. Four months after attending church service, I was baptized by the Church pas-

tor by full immersion of my whole body at east coast sea side on 1 Apr 1973. 

 

I did not take my new life seriously, and still was fully occupied with the lust of the 

flesh. I focused on physical enjoyment, buying lottery, my job career and family 

commitments. Although I called myself a Christian in public, I did not stand fast in 

prayer, did not read the Bible, did not (and didn’t know how to) search for God in 

my life. I felt ashamed, I prayed for Jesus’ blood to cleanse me, to be contrite in my 

heart. But I did not repent because of my feeble minded personality and eventually I 

stopped attending church service 17 years later. 

 

I did not totally cut out my belief in God. I praised and thanked God deep in my 

heart many times when I met with difficulties in my work, felt worried and anxiously 

prayed. God would always give me enough wisdom to come out with a logical so-

lution in time that I would never have thought of by myself. God allowed me to 

continue keeping a good job throughout my working life until now. 

 

I attended Bethany’s church service after my youngest daughter passed away in the 

year 2017. The church members’ love and care shown to my family during her fu-

neral service was a wakeup call for me, telling me that it was time for me to come 

back to the Lord Jesus. I wish to pursue a life of sanctification for the rest of my 

lifetime. May the Lord grant me wisdom to obey His words, guide me with clear 

method to have determination and discipline myself to choose life in front of God. 

Time to Come Back to the Lord 


