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NEW PULPIT THEME FOR MARCH-APRIL 2021 
 

“According to the Will of our God” Galatians 1:4 
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LETTERS THAT WARM THE HEART 

Dear Pastor Charlie, Pastoral Team and all at Bethany, 
 
I am writing to express my heartfelt gratitude for your prayers and 

support towards my family during this difficult time. Thank you for 

your kindness shown all the times my family has come to Bethany. 

They often tell me that they feel so undeserving to have received such 

hospitality from the people in Bethany. A big “thank you” as well to the 

AV team once again for your efforts in setting up live streaming for 

many who could not be there at the Memorial Service. I would also like 

to thank Pastor who took time off from his busy schedule to meet up 

with my Dad (Mr. Henry Cheng Ah Bah) to reach out to him. 

 

Thinking about how Dad came to faith in the Lord is something I can-

not express in words because it was hard for him to even step into a 

Christian church. My Dad had been a Roman Catholic all his life, fol-

lowing his mother and his siblings. I used to go to an RC church with 

my family on Sundays and Dad used to tell us that he was incredibly 

happy to see us going to church together as a family. When I broke the 

news to them that I was going to attend Bethany, I remembered how 

extremely disappointed my Dad was, especially when I told him that I 

was going to be baptised in Bethany.  

 

The following few months were one of the most difficult periods because 

he did not want to communicate with me, and the only thing I knew I 

could do at that moment was to live a new life that God had given to me 

and bear testimony to my family. 

 

Eventually over the years, there were instances where Dad would offer 

me a lift to church on Sundays and this time to Bethany! I remember 

clarifying with him again and again about his offers to send me to 
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LETTERS THAT WARM THE HEART 

church because it was shocking, and I could not believe it. I do miss 

those short rides with Dad travelling from home to church where we 

would have simple conversations. 

 

Fast forward to December last year (2020) when we received the news 

that Dad was diagnosed with a double cancer problem and that it was 

terminal, it was so hard to accept the news. In fact, I remembered Dad 

asking the doctor again and again whether there was anything that 

could save his life. 

 

That day, I experienced his fears, his sadness, and his worries. He told 

me that he was not ready and that this was too sudden. He subsequent-

ly went on to look for answers, from the doctors, his family members, 

his friends but still had an unsettled heart. 

 

At that point of time, watching him go through pain and suffering, 

and on top on that not being able to find peace and comfort within the 

heart – this broke my heart. 

 

I decided to ask if he would like to meet up with Pastor for just a word of 

encouragement. I honestly was not expecting a positive response from 

him, but to my surprise, he agreed. 

 

My dad was getting weaker as each day passed by, yet he looked for-

ward to meet with Pastor for the second time and even a third. When we 

went for these sessions, I saw the great amount of effort that Dad was 

willing to make - first he was able to walk using an umbrella for sup-

port, subsequently he needed to use a walking frame and then eventu-

ally a wheelchair.  
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LETTERS THAT WARM THE HEART 

Truly the Lord has been so gracious and merciful. Without the Lord’s 

help, I knew that Dad would not have been able to have the strength and 

determination to meet up with Pastor. 

 

Upon reflection and as I look back at the past two months since he was 

told that he was at the end stage of his life, I truly thank God with joy 

and gratitude within my heart that Dad had come to faith in Him. 

Cancer took dad away faster than what was expected but the last few 

moments of his life was one of the best.  

 

Somehow during those three short sessions with Pastor, the word of God 

had reached deep into Dad’s heart and soul. He had found strength and 

assurance that no one else was able to give - not his friends or family 

members and not even the RC priest. The truth of God’s Word had set 

my dad free and he was able to see beyond this life. One of the verses 

that Pastor shared with my dad had impacted him deeply: 

 

“Most assuredly, I say to you,  
he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me  

has everlasting life,  
and shall not come into judgment, but has  

passed from death into life.”  
John 5:24 

 

There was peace within Dad’s heart because there was perfect under-

standing of God’s truth of redemption and salvation. Dad believed in 

God’s promises of everlasting life, not coming into judgment and pass-

ing from death into a new life. 
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LETTERS THAT WARM THE HEART 

I truly thank God for His matchless love in looking after Dad by 

providing caring healthcare personnel who watched over his every 

need… for grace extended in giving him moments of joy… for mercy 

given in sparing him further pain and suffering. Dad was called home 

to be with the Lord on 22nd February 2021 at 11.10am in the morning.  

Dad had experienced God’s lovingkindness in the most challenging 

time of his life and because of this, there were no more fears but faith 

that enabled him to say that he was ready to meet with the Lord.  

 

With love and appreciation 

Dominic and family  
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