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 Rev Dr Charles Tan  

Text: Psalm 145  
“PRAISING GOD 

AND HIS WORKS” 
 

A WONDERFUL PSALM TO READ 
 
 There are a number of Psalms that feature 
the works of the Lord. Psalm 145 is one of them! 
The Psalmist David devoted much time to detail 
some of the works of the Lord as he personally 
experienced them!  

 
(continued on page 2) 
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MEDITATION 

 
  One generation shall praise Your works to another, 
  And shall declare Your mighty acts. 
 
  All Your works shall praise You, O LORD, 
  And Your saints shall bless You.  Psalm 145:4, 10. 
 

SOME WORKS OF GOD 
 The following are the works that we could easily identify with: - 
 
1. God’s upholding 
(a) He upholds those who fall    Psalm 145:14a 
(b) He raises up those who are bowed down  Psalm 145:14b 

 
2.   God’s provision 
(a) You give them food in due season   Psalm 145:15 
(b) You satisfy the desire of every living thing  Psalm 145:16 
 
3. God’s Presence 
(a) The LORD is near to all who call upon Him Psalm 145:18 
(b) He will hear their prayers    Psalm 145:19a 
(c) He will save them     Psalm 145:19b 

 
4.   God’s Preservation 
(a) He will protect all who love Him    
(b) He will preserve them    Psalm 145:20 
 
 

REVELATION OF GOD 
  
 The works of God reveal His many glorious attributes. The following 
may be highlighted: - 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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1. The Lord is gracious and full of compassion Psalm 145:8a 
2. He is slow to anger and great in mercy  Psalm 145:8b 
3. He is good to all     Psalm 145:9a 
4. The LORD is righteous in all His ways  Psalm 145:17 
 

APPROPRIATE RESPONSES 

 Let us ponder the following appropriate responses to the Lord our 
God. 
 
1. Let us extol the Lord    Psalm 145:1-2 
2. Let us praise His works    Psalm 145:4a 
3. Let us declare His mighty acts   Psalm 145:4b 
4. Let us sing of His righteousness   Psalm 145:7 
 

 The list of appropriate responses is certainly not limited to the above! 
These are listed only as some of the ways in which we can appropriately re-
spond to the Lord for all He has blessed us with! It is only right that we give 
heartfelt thanks to the Lord our God on the occasion of the celebration of 
Bethany’s 40+4 Anniversary!  
 

(Continued from page 2) 
 

MEDITATION 

Write to me at:  charlestan@bethanyipc.sg 

NEXT SUNDAY, 3 SEPTEMBER 2017 
 
We will be returning to our regular place of worship at 301 Upper Paya 
Lebar Road.  
 
1. We resume the Bilingual-Evening Worship  

Time: 4.00pm 
Venue: 4.2-3 

 
2. We will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper as we begin our 45th year of min-
istry as a church.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WELCOME TO BETHANY’S  

40+4 ANNIVERSARY  

 
We are glad that you have chosen to worship the Lord Jesus Christ with us 
today, on the occasion of our Church’s 44th Anniversary! May your heart be 
encouraged through worship and fellowship!  

40+4 ANNIVERSARY GIFTS  

TO ALL WORSHIPPERS 
 
We have three gifts to offer. All of these gifts are fully sponsored. 
1. An umbrella 
2. A Devotional Study of the Epistle to James 
3. A DVD of the Easter Concert 2017. 
 
They will be given at the end of the Anniversary Fellowship Lunch.  

WHAT IS A COMMISSIONING 

SERVICE? 

 
Two things are highlighted: - 
 
1. To call attention: - 

(a) The Pastoral Ministry 
(b) The training of would-be pastors 

 
2. To call upon the Church 

(a) To acknowledge  
(b) To participate in the support of’ the student-pastors  
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TESTIMONIES 

Jonathan Jacob 
Introduction 
My name is Jonathan Jacob and I am thankful that I can yield my life to the 
Lord Jesus Christ as I enter the full-time ministry. I am yielding my life so that 
the Lord Jesus can correct me, chasten me and change me till I am able to be-
come more like Him and the servant whom He can use for His work. As the 
Lord works in my life, may He become the Leader of my life. Through this testi-
mony, I will share three reasons why I wish to respond by giving my life to serve 
the Lord. 
 
I am indebted to the Lord Jesus Christ 
Ever since I was a little boy growing up in Bethany, I was taught about the 
Lord Jesus Christ in Sunday School every week. It began with simple lessons such 
as the Lord Jesus loving me when I did not deserve it and the Lord Jesus dying 
on the cross to save me from my sins. Every Christmas and Easter especially, I 
would hear the Gospel story emphasized and through the teaching and 
preaching of God’s Word, the seed of His Word was sown in my heart. Fast for-
ward to when I was 16 years old at a Youth Conference in 2001 and a lesson 
was taught about indebtedness (Romans 8). I learned about indebtedness to 
the Lord Jesus Christ because He lovingly laid down His life for mine, suffered in 
agony and died horribly on the cross just to pay the penalty for my sins. Since 
He gave up His life for me, I knew that I owed Him my life. For more than 15 
years, this lesson of indebtedness was retained in my heart and the Lord used 
this lesson to teach me further lessons. This sense of indebtedness leads me to 
offer all that I have to the Lord Jesus Christ. I offer myself to Him just as I am so 
that He can fashion me to be His servant of His design. 
 
Bethany is a Word-centred church and I love Bethany for this 
Bethany is “home”! Bethany is “family”! Ever since I was a baby, I have been 
cared for, doted on and loved by the many uncles and aunties, teachers and 
Pastors. Bethany’s environment is filled with much love. Through Bethany, I 
experience a little bit of God’s immense love. Bethany is also where people ex-
perience God’s wonderful Word being taught. The emphasis on God’s Word has 
enabled me to continue walking with the Lord faithfully all these years. When 
there are failures and I falter in my walk with God, it is the Word of God that 
Bethany teaches which gives me the hope to return to Him in repentance and 
continue walking with Him. When wrong teachings taught in the world threat-
en to deceive my mind and sway my heart, it is the Word of God diligently 

(Continued on page 6) 
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taught in Bethany which provides a firm foundation in my own life. Any sort of 
growth that I can see in my life is not of my own doing but it goes back to the 
sowing of God’s Word (which is able to bring forth fruit of itself as taught in 
Mark 4:28 and Colossians 1:6) in this Word-centred church which I call “home”. 
Since I have tasted of the good Word here in Bethany, I want to be trained to 
rightly divide the Word of truth so that I will be able to share His Word with 
others just as it was taught to me. 
 
The souls of people have become increasingly precious to me 
While I was cared for emotionally and practically in Bethany, my soul was not 
neglected. My soul was cared for by the teachers and Pastors in Bethany and 
for this I will forever be grateful. I am just so thankful that they heeded what 
the Lord Jesus said in Matthew 16:26 - For what profit is it to a man if he gains 
the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange 
for his soul? So many were involved in helping me understand that my soul is 
precious. Having had the privilege to serve the Lord as a lay person for the 
past 15 years, I’ve sought to learn this one special truth amongst others. As I 
ministered to the young people in Bethany, the children in Bethany’s Sunday 
School, and some of their parents in more recent years, I am beginning to see 
just how precious souls are. I see the spiritual battle which is waged on a daily 
basis and souls are at stake. I know I am not ready to battle for the souls of 
others at this point of time and therefore I wish to be trained and be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  

 

Emily Jacob 
mother of Jonathan Jacob 

Another milestone to add to the many I already have – the commissioning of 
my son, Jonathan Jacob into the full-time ministry (as a student-pastor).  I 
praise God’s mighty name. My only right response is to praise the name of my 
God and Saviour. 
 
 

(Continued from page 5) 
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17 September 1985 : Jon’s Birth 
The first milestone was 17 September 1985 - the day I held him in my arms in 
the hospital. As I held him, I felt an overwhelming sense of responsibility. I 
prayed this simple prayer - "Dear Lord, thank you for this lovely child. But I am 
afraid. I don’t know how to be a mother. You have placed him in my hands for 
a reason. Help me be a mother that will lead him back to you. Please help 
me." This was my humble prayer. His paedo-baptism on 25 December 1985 
was a very significant act for me. It was the beginning of a special journey of 
faith in God.  
 
22 December 2002 : Jon’s reaffirmation of faith 
The second significant definitive moment for me was the day Jon decided on 
his affirmation of faith at age 17. Reaffirmation of faith – this was the day I 
had prayed for. So many things could have happened to take Jon away from 
the kingdom of God. So many things could have gone wrong. I was a mother 
who felt most inadequate and spent most times on her knees for her children. 
When Jon chose to reaffirm his faith, I was thankful once again and praised the 
Lord for His hand upon him.  
 
February 2009 : Jon’s Overseas Study 
The third significant milestone was the day Jon asked me if he could embark 
on a new course of study but overseas. And so began another journey of faith 
as I trusted the Lord to take care of my two children, Jon and Rachel as they 
left Singapore and Bethany Church to study in Perth, Western Australia. To 
me, financially, this proved to be a challenge. Sending two children overseas at 
the same time! This was not planned for but it was something I felt God want-
ed me to do. I knew this was within the plan of God to further mold and shape 
Rachel and Jon. With faith in God, I told him, “Yes” and that I would support 
him every step of the way. It was my joy and privilege to witness how the Lord 
worked within the lives of both Jon and Rachel. The day I said goodbye to 
them, I placed them in God’s hands and have since prayed this prayer for the 
period they were away, “….that they would increase in wisdom and stature, 
and grow in favour with God and men.” Where I was not able to, I knew God 
could. And so I placed them in the very hands of God. I waited and watched to 
see God's plan for Jon unfold over the next 4 years as he was in Perth. I thank 

(Continued from page 6) 
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God for His blessings that were overflowing. He watched over them so beauti-
fully.  
 
31 December 2016 : God’s Call 
Down Memory Lane 2016 - this was when Jon was moved by the message giv-
en over the pulpit and earnestly sought the Lord in prayer regarding the full 
time ministry. Earlier this year, he asked me how I felt if he answered God's call 
to serve Him full time. In my mind, I wanted to reply, “What took you so 
long?” but I didn’t. Instead I merely said that he had to be very certain and if 
so, I will again support 100%. Once again, I fell on my knees in thanksgiving. I 
praised His name.  
 
Every milestone - was an occasion for me to witness God's hand and to see how 
God was working in the lives of Jon and Rachel. Every answer to prayer was a 
confirmation of the realty of God in my life. That day in the hospital when he 
was born, I asked God to help me. And help me He did!. He did more than I 
could have ever imagined.   
 
“As for me and my house……we will serve the Lord.” 
 
This was a decision Jacob and I made when we were married. This became our 
life verse and life’s commitment. We were conscious of our desire and commit-
ment to serve the Lord with our lives and as we entered into a new phase, this 
commitment to love and serve the Lord would also include our children.  
 
Today, as I witness this significant milestone of Jonathan's submission to the 
Lord's call, I fall on my knees in humble adoration once again. 
 
People ask me how do I feel...will I cry? 
If there are tears - they are tears of joy. They are tears of abject humility in 
recognition of a God who has blessed me so abundantly all my life. I say thank 
you to a God who has dealt wondrously with me. He saw me through the 
good and bad times. He held me in my darkest moments. He provided my 
every need. I am deeply moved that God would allow me the privilege to see 
His hand upon the lives of both my children, of whom I am very proud. I am 

(Continued from page 7) 
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humbled before my mighty God. I am privileged to witness my son called into 
the ministry.  
 

“I love the LORD, because He has heard 
My voice and my supplications. 

Because He has inclined His ear to me, 
Therefore I will call upon Him as long as I live.” Psalm 116:1-2 

 
This is my response. I love Him.  
I will continue to serve Him till the Lord takes me home.  I will continue to sup-
port the work of the Lord in every possible way. And I will be committed to 
pray ceaselessly, not just for Jon but for the entire pastoral team that God will 
fill them with the power of the Holy Spirit and each one of them will be led 
mightily to accomplish wondrous things to the honour and glory of God. 
 

“I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
And will call upon the name of the LORD. 

I will pay my vows to the LORD 
Now in the presence of all His people,” Psalm 116:17-18 

 
I thank the Lord for Bethany. I thank God for Pastor Charlie and all the other 
Pastors for the invaluable part they played in teaching Jon and shaping him 
since the day he was in Bethany. You have impacted him in ways he could 
never articulate and in ways you would never have known. I thank my God 
for each of you. 
 
I thank Him for all the wonderful committed and dedicated Sunday school 
teachers and crèche members who had a part to play in Jon’s life. To each one 
of you, I thank my God for you.  
 
I thank God for all of you in Bethany and in Bethel IPC, for the wonderful way 
in which you have received Jon as one of your own and have in one way or 
another impacted his life.  
I thank you.  
 

(Continued from page 8) 
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Bethany is now indeed his family. And here he will love and serve each of you, 
as the Lord would lead him. 
 
Today, at his commissioning service, the Crossroads and I, sing this prayer.   
 

BEFORE YOU I KNEEL (A WORKER’S PRAYER)  
by Keith and Kristyn Getty 

 
Before You I kneel, my Master and Maker 

To offer the work of my hands. 
For this is the day You’ve given Your servant; 

I will rejoice and be glad 
For the strength I have to live and breathe; 

For each skill Your grace has given me; 
For the needs and opportunities 

That will glorify Your great Name. 
 

Before You I kneel and ask for Your goodness 
To cover the work of my hands. 

For patience and peace to shape all my labor, 
Your grace for thorns in my path. 

Flow within me like a living stream, 
Wear away the stones of pride and greed 

‘till Your ways are dwelling deep in me 
And a harvest of life is grown. 

 
Before You we kneel, Our Master and Maker; 

Establish the work of our hands. 
And order our steps to seek first Your kingdom 

In every small and great task. 
May we live the gospel of Your grace, 

Serve Your purpose in our fleeting days, 
Then our lives will bring eternal praise 

And all glory to Your Name. 
 
Please pray with me that Jon will grow strong in spirit, he will be filled with 
wisdom; and that the very grace of God will be upon Him. Thank you. 
 

(Continued from page 9) 
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TESTIMONIES 

A Meaningful Testimony 
Gary Kwang 

 

I have been a conductor and oboist and am very sensitive to music.  I know 

the difficulty in live performance. I would like to share what my friend Justin 

and I felt  and observed while mastering the Easter Concert recording. 

 

After hearing the concert recording a few hundred cycles, we are still amazed 

how a 100+ member choir and musicians were able to play together with-

out a conductor and yet performing tightly as an ensemble. 

 

Even as we listened to the CD again and again— we could not help but feel 

that God's invisible hand has been indeed conducting the whole Concert 

from beginning to end - enabling us to perform the many moving parts. 

 

We are both deeply moved and many times my tears flowed from my eyes 

while listening certain parts of the Concert. I hope this observation will move 

many others to find His Face.  

Another Meaningful Testimony 

Ng Choon Hwee and Audrey 

 

The past months have been challenging for the family as we saw our help-

er leaving us when we needed help the most. She ran away to the agent 

while the family was out. We were ladened with house work as the re-

placement maid took 2 months to arrive. Anxieties also arose as we were 

approaching 2 weeks past the due date for the arrival of Elijah. To top 

this, I received news from the traffic police that my car had met with a 

serious accident and was wrecked whilst parked in a carpark. It happened 

on the same day as Elijah’s EDD date. 

 

These events leading up to Elijah’s birth definitely brought inconvenience 

and uncertainties. But it is through these that we see God’s hand in lead-

(Continued on page 12) 
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TESTIMONIES 

ing us, in teaching us to wait upon Him, to trust with no reservations. I 

thank God that we have a God that we can rely on for strength and a 

God we can cast our troubles onto. We have learnt to pray as a family 

together with Emma, to also help prepare her to receive her little brother. 

God’s grace is beyond measure. I couldn’t help but praise Him as I recount 

what happened on the day of delivery. As Audrey mistook the contrac-

tions as Braxton hicks (false contractions), we started making our way to 

the hospital very late and it was during the morning peak hour traffic. I 

could still remember my state of panic as she told me she was not sure if 

we could make it to the hospital in time. She went on with the hard 

breathing as I closed my eyes and prayed hard to God at every stop of the 

traffic lights. 

 

As we finally arrived at the emergency parking space, a great sense of 

peace took over. In fact, I felt the hand of God taking over, and all I need 

to do is to “please park the car”.  Everything worked in perfectly planned 

precision. It was swift but painful (for Audrey since we were not in time 

for epidural). It took less than an hour from arrival to delivery.  

 

Baby Elijah was delivered on 24th July at 9:55am. He weighed 3.116kg 

and 49cm tall. The paediatrician ordered 2 days stay in the newborn 

nursery for phototherapy.  

 

And as the adrenalin from pre-labour to delivery slowly wore out, and as 

we took a deep breath and looked at each other, we realised what had 

just happened was the grace of God. As parents, Audrey and I are well 

aware of the potential complications that could arise from pregnancy to 

delivery, and we have never accustomed ourselves to take “normal” situa-

tions for granted. We are overwhelmed with gratitude  and thanksgiving 

because we see Elijah as God's special grace to us. We thank Him for a 

wonderful delivery.  He has kept mummy and baby healthy and safe all 

through the pregnancy and delivery. We are blessed with prayer support 

from friends and family. 

(Continued from page 11) 
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WORSHIP 

Psalm 84:4—5  
 

Blessed are those who dwell in Your house; 
They will still be praising You. 
 
Blessed is the man whose strength is in You, 
Whose heart is set on a pilgrimage.  

 
1. Blessed indeed 
 

(a) Those who make the Lord their dwelling place 
 

(b) Those who locate their strength in the Lord 
 

(c) These are greatly blessed by the Lord 
 
2. The delight of the blessed ones 

 
(a) They take great joy in praising the Lord 

 
(b) Their hearts are set on obeying the Lord’s commandments  

TESTIMONIES 

We will continue to grow our faith individually and as a family and pray 

for God’s leading as we seek to raise the children He has blessed us 

with.  We are committed to pray and trust the Lord for all things.  Pastor, 

we seek your prayer and guidance as we seek to bring both Emma and 

Elijah up to love and fear the Lord.  

(Continued from page 12) 
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POETRY CORNER 

I WILL PRAISE YOUR NAME FOREVER  
 

High praise should be given to the Lord; 

How blessed we are that He is our God! 
The heart must ever extol His glorious name; 
To be silent would indeed be terrible shame! 

 
Extolling the Lord should be our soul’s desire, 

The heart, the mind, the spirit should be on fire! 

Each day should see us bless the name of the Lord! 

There is no one like our King, our almighty God! 
 

The works of God are mighty and are visible to all; 
He is near to those who love Him, and on Him call! 

He is righteous and merciful and wondrously gracious; 

He looks on His own with great love for they are precious! 
 

How the heart must determine to offer Him great praise; 
To Him may many songs and spiritual odes be raised! 
There is no one worthier of praise than our great God; 
May all His saints proclaim the great works of the Lord! 

 
Inspiration: Psalm 145:2 

 

Charles Tan  
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BIBLE MEMORY WORK 

Today, 27 August 2017  

Psalm 90: 17 Establish the Work of our Hands 

And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us, and establish the 
work of our hands for us; Yes, establish the work of our hands.      

 

1. The beauty of the LORD 
(a) All that God is 
(b) All He stands for 
(c) How wonderful it would be if we were more like the Lord 

 
2. Establish the work of our hands 

(a) The work we seek to do for the Lord 
(b) This is something we must never take for granted 
(c) Let us pray humbly that God would establish the work of our 

hands! 

 

NEXT SUNDAY: 3 September 2017 

Ephesians 2:5   Alive together with Christ 

Even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with 
Christ (by grace you have been saved).  

PRAYER MEETING 

Monday, 28 August 2017 
Time: 8.00pm 

Venue: Main Sanctuary  

BIBLE STUDY 

Tuesday, 29 August 2017 
Time: 8.00pm  

Venue: Main Sanctuary  

WEEKDAY MINISTRIES 

 PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING 

Monday, 28 August 2017 
Time: 7.00pm  
Venue: TUR   
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40+4 ANNIVERSARY 
WORSHIP SERVICE 

SHANGRI LA HOTEL . 27 AUGUST . 10.30AM 

 



 

PRE-WORSHIP SINGING  Rev Dr Charles Tan  
 Song No. 1    To God Be The Glory 
 [page 4] 

 

PRELUDE    Pianist :   Mr Gabriel Ou 

     Keyboard player : Mrs Sally Tan 
Violinists :   Mr Joshua Lee  
          Ms Angela Teng 
  Mrs Marianne Cai 
Flautist :  Mr Geoffrey Toi 
Trumpeter :  Mr Ng Choon Peng 
Oboists:  Mr Gary Kwang 
  Ms Ho Lianya 
Cellist :   Ms Andrea Lim 
Clarinetist :  Ms Cheryl Koo 
French horn player : Ms Vanessa Quek 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP   Rev Dr Charles Tan  
 

INVOCATION 
  

SPECIAL VIDEO : “ESTABLISH THE WORK OF OUR HANDS” 
 

SPECIAL ITEM “We Are The Church” 

     Bethany Combined Choir 
 

HYMNS       
  Song No. 2    God Of Our Fathers  
      [page 8]    Rev Mark Tan 
  

  
 Song No. 3    O Worship The King  
      [page 10]   Student-Pastor Benjamin Chong 
  

 Song No. 4    Praise To The Lord, The Almighty  
      [page 12]   Rev Mitchell Tan 
  

  Song No. 5  Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
 [page 14]   Student-Pastor Benjamin Quah 

 














 

COMMISSIONING OF JONATHAN JACOB AS A STUDENT-PASTOR 
 

SPECIAL VIDEO : “FAMILY” 
 

SPECIAL ITEM “Before You I Kneel”   The Crossroads 
 

PRAYER 
 

GREETINGS FROM THE SESSION AND  
SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS 

 



 

ANNIVERSARY MESSAGE  
 Title : “I know your works: You have kept My commandment  

  to Persevere” 

 Text : Revelation 3:7-13  
  

40+4 ANNIVERSARY OFFERING 
 

HYMN 

  Song No. 6  Rise Up, O Church Of God  
      [page 19] 

 

BENEDICTION 
  

POSTLUDE  
  

 



Mailing Address : 301, Upper Paya Lebar Road. Singapore 534934 
Tel : (65) 62877713 . Fax : (65) 62877980  Website : www.bethanyipc.sg  

Senior Pastor : Rev Dr Charles Tan 

     27 August 2017 

     Dear brethren 

 

     CELEBRATING OUR 40+4 ANNIVERSARY 

      
  Let us emulate the example of King David in extolling the great name of the LORD our God! 

 

    I will extol You, my God, O King: 
    And I will bless Your name forever and ever. 
 
    Every day I will bless You, 
    And I will praise Your name forever and ever. 
 
    Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
    And His greatness is unsearchable.   Psalm 145:1-3 
 
1. Personal praise 

a) This was a personal commitment of King David 

 

b) There was strong commitment 

 

c) The personal determination to offer praise was repeated 4 times! 

 

d) Let us also determine to give praise to the Lord in the same spirit  

 

2. The great name of the Lord 

a) He is God 

 

b) He is also King 

 

c) His greatness is truly unsearchable 

i) Unfathomable 

 

ii) Inexhaustible 

 

3. Expressions of Praise 

a) Forever and ever 

 

b) Every single day 

 

Let us truly rejoice in the Lord as we celebrate His blessings for yet another year! Let us determine to 

praise His name always! 

         Prayerfully, 

         Pastor Charles Tan 


