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 Rev Dr Charles Tan  

Text: 1 Corinthians 15:50-58 

“DEATH IS SWALLOWED  

UP IN VICTORY” 
 

A GLORIOUS HOPE 
 We have such a glorious hope in our faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ! Let us read again what the 
Apostle wrote in the following text to the Corinthi-
an Church. 
 

 
(continued on page 2) 

MEDITATION 

Bethany IV … 16 April 2017 … Happy Easter Sunday! 

MICA (P) No.: 030/10/2012

 INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

Meditation 1 

Announcements  3 

Testimony 7 

Worship 12 

Poetry Corner 13 

Bible Memory Work 14 

This Week @ Worship 15 



page 2 

MEDITATION 

 Behold, I tell you a mystery: 
 We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed- 
 
 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, 
 And this mortal has put on immortality, 
 Then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written: 
 Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
 
 O Death, where is your sting? 
 O Hades, where is your victory?”   
 
 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
 Through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, 
 Always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
 Knowing that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
     1 Corinthians 15:51,54-55, 57-58 
 
1.  The word “sleep” 

a) This is called an euphemism 
b) This is a reference to “death” 

 
2. The word “changed” 

a) There will be a total transformation 
b) This is a reference to a new resurrection body that God will give 

to His children 
i)  The present body is well-described as “corruptible” 
ii)  It is also called “mortal” (that is, it is subjected to death) 

 iii)  The new body we have will be an immortal one 
       iv)  It will not be subject to corruption or death 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

 
 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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3.  Death is swallowed up in victory 
a) Because death has been defeated by the Lord Jesus Christ 
b) By the glorious power of God, Christ Jesus was raised from the 

dead 
c) Death is swallowed up by the victory that Christ has won 

 
4.  Our exultation 
 a)   We may thus exclaim! 

b) O Death, where is your sting? 
c) O Hades, where is your victory? 

 
  We need never fear death anymore! We do not need to be bondage 
to the Devil because of the fear of death! 
 
5. Thanks be to God 
 Let us indeed, give thanks to God for our faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ! 
 
6. Abounding in the work of the Lord 
 Let us find revival for our spirit! 

a)  Let us be steadfast 
b)  Let us abound in the work of the Lord 
c) Let us believe that our work is not in vain in the Lord! 

(Continued from page 2) 
 

MEDITATION 

Write to me at:  charlestan@bethanyipc.sg 

We are glad that you have chosen to wor-
ship the Lord Jesus Christ with us today! 
May your heart be greatly blessed and en-
couraged through worship and fellowship! 

to Bethany IV 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

NEXT SUNDAY, 23 APRIL 2017 
 

We resume our Worship at 301 Upper Paya Lebar Road.  
 

SSS4 : 8.15am 

Sunday School: 8.30am 

Worship Service: 10.30am 

HAPPY EASTER! 
 
We wish all a Happy Easter! We have every reason to be happy as we re-
member the significance of Easter Sunday! 
 
We are glad that you have chosen to give worship to the Lord our God in 
celebration of our faith in a Risen Saviour! 
 
1.  We declare our faith that Jesus has risen from the dead 

a) We believe in the Scriptures 
b) We believe in the Gospels that record the resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus Christ 
 
2. Let us rejoice in the following statements found in the Scriptures! 
 

a) Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father  
        Romans 6:4 
 
b) Certainly, we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection 

       Romans 6:5 
 
c) Knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead dies no 

more       Romans 6:9 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

INVOLVEMENT OF STUDENT-PASTORS 
 
1. Ben Chong and Ben Quah 
They enter into the 3rd year as Student Pastors! They lead in the Easter Wor-
ship today! 
 
2. Moses Kwek and Eugene Seow 
They learn how to look after this year’s Easter event. Here are some of the 
things they will look out for:- 
 

a)  Easter Gift 
“Forty Day and Forty Nights” 
Please collect your book at the Gift Table. 
 
b)  Headsets 
The Pines will be looking after the Headsets for the Bilingual brethren. 
 
c)  Offering 
This will be looked after by the Church Session Members. 
 
d)  Children’s Program 
This is headed by Camille George and her team. 

 

EASTER SACRED CONCERT 
 
Thank God for His grace and mercy for the Concert Program.  

 
Theme: “The Old Rugged Cross” 

 
Thank God for the moving reminders sung by the Choir and Soloists at the 
Concert. May our hearts continue to be touched by the Lord! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BETHEL FAMILY CAMP 
(17-21 April 2017) 

 
The Student-Pastors will be ministering at the Betel Family Camp. They will 
be involved in: - 
 
1. Co-chairing with our Bethel brethren at the Camp Meetings 
 
2. Leading in Bible Study Discussions  
 
3. Interacting with our brethren in Bethel during the Camp week 
 
4. Camp Speaker: Pastor Charles Tan   

JUNIOR CAMP 2017 
Date: 29 May- 2 June  

 

Theme: “Treasures in Heaven”  
 
Leading the Junior Camp: S-P Benjamin Quah 
 

The Student-Pastoral Team will be very much involved in the Camp Minis-
try. Let us pray for the Lord’s blessings on the Children and the Camp Com-
mittee. 
 

Junior Camp Forms 
These are available from today. 
 

PRAYER MEETING, BIBLE STUDY AND 
PREMARITAL COUNSELING 

 
We will not be having these meetings this week (Post Easter break). 
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We receive Jonas Tan as a Student-Pastor at our Easter Service. Here is 

his testimony of why he desires to train for the Pastoral Ministry. 

 

Easter Commissioning – Written Testimony (16 April 2017) 

 

Commencement 

 

From that time, Jesus began to preach and to say, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

Matthew 4:17 

 

My name is Jonas. Prior to coming to Bethany 9 years ago, my life was 

very different. It was a life filled with sin and darkness. This could be 

seen in my constant usage of profanities and computer gaming addic-

tion. Though I was urged by many to change, I remained disobedient 

and followed the dictates of my heart. It was matter of time before my 

life came crumbling down, as I failed in the responsibilities given to me 

– I was sacked from my CCA leadership position, I flopped my A-Level 

prelims, I was a poor example to my siblings… While I maintained a 

carefree facade, the heart was filled much sorrow, hopelessness and des-

pair.     

 

God, out of His abundant love and mercy, reached out to me. He brought 

me to Bethany through my good friend Shiwen. Though I was a stranger 

to Bethany, I was welcomed and loved as family. The word of God 

preached at Bethany spoke powerfully to my heart and convicted me of 

my sins. The Gospel shared with me by Pastor Mitch brought a tremen-
 
 

(Continued on page 8) 

TESTIMONY 
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TESTIMONY 

dous sense of hope and joy to my heart. I was deeply moved to know 

how much God loved even a wretched sinner like me. God shone light in 

the darkness of my heart and helped me to catch a glimpse of His salva-

tion. I believed, and pleaded for God to change my life.  

 

Change 

 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;  

old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

 

Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ gave to me a new life. As I continued to 

come to Bethany, God began to change my life in ways neither I, nor 

those who earlier urged me to change, could imagine. God took away 

my desire to play computer games and placed within my heart a desire 

to know Him. My weekends were no longer spent in internet cafes but in 

Church. God cleansed my crude tongue and gave to me one which 

sought to praise and speak of Him. Through God’s word and prayer, 

there came unprecedented motivation to study hard for Him. Within 4 

months, from failing the prelims, I improved to score 4As for the A-Level 

examinations. This was nothing but God’s grace changing my life. If not 

His grace, the changes within my heart and mind would never have tak-

en place. My life would surely have headed towards destruction.  

 

At Bethany, I saw how our pastors labour hard for souls and witnessed 

how God worked powerfully in the lives of His people. Our brethren in 

(Continued from page 7) 
 

 
(Continued on page 9) 
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TESTIMONY 

Bethany were Christian role models to me, inspiring and encouraging 

me in my journey of faith. There was still much more to be worked on 

and God continued His work in my life, cleansing and changing me 

through the various stages of life – National Service, University studies 

and working life.   

 

Conviction 

 

Having been given a new life in Christ, the heart’s desire has always 

been to serve Him. I have been blessed with many opportunities in Beth-

any, to grow and to learn to serve God. I was given the chance to serve in 

the cleaning ministry, where I learned from the examples of many, to 

love the Lord’s house and to serve with humility. I was also privileged to 

be part of the Pine Tree Discipleship Class, where we caught the spirit of 

true faith, where we learned what Bethany stood for and were chal-

lenged to dedicate our lives to the Lord. I was deeply impacted by Pas-

tor’s example – his zeal for the Lord’s work and deep compassion for the 

Lord’s flock worldwide.  

 

The call to serve the Lord in the full-time ministry came 6 years ago. In 

Pastor’s wisdom, he advised me to continue my University education and 

to enter the workforce. The past 6 years of waiting upon the Lord has 

helped me to learn necessary lessons, to grow and mature further before 

taking this major step of faith. The exposure to the working world has 

also helped me to become more certain of my calling. Darkness abound 

in the world, and it is painful to see how the love for truth can grow 

(Continued from page 8) 
 

 
(Continued on page 10) 
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TESTIMONY 

cold. I am conscious of my lack, and I know I need to be trained in order 

to be an effective servant of the Lord. While God had given to me a good 

job, I know that He has saved and called me to a greater purpose – to 

serve Him. God’s hand of provision in calling me to His service has also 

been evident in many ways. In particular, He has provided me with a 

fiancé in Joanne, who has been a wonderful source of joy, encourage-

ment and support for me. 6 years on, the Lord’s call for me into the full-

time ministry is now clearer and more certain. 

 

Commitment 

 

Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

Matthew 4:19 

 

The greatest moment in my life thus far is to understand and respond to 

God’s call to serve Him. I have seen how our 4 Student Pastors (SP Ben-

jamin Chong, SP Benjamin Quah, SP Moses Kwek and SP Eugene Seow), 

as well as Camille Ann George, have answered the Lord’s call to the full-

time ministry. I am inspired by their examples, and I am challenged to 

follow in their footsteps. Personally, I am committed to build a strong 

sense of identification with the pastoral team, to support and learn 

alongside them.   

 

I am deeply thankful to God for His people in Bethany, who have loved 

me since the moment I stepped into Bethany and have given to me this 

wonderful opportunity. Having experienced and witnessed God’s awe-

(Continued from page 9) 
 

 
(Continued on page 11) 
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TESTIMONY 

some work at Bethany, I cannot help but want to dedicate my life to 

serving this great God and be part of His glorious soul-winning work, 

starting from being trained as a student pastor. Truly, there is no greater 

joy and honour than to answer the call to follow the Lord Jesus, along-

side the pastoral team. Having been greatly blessed, I am determined to 

walk worthy of my calling. Today, I stand strongly committed alongside 

the pastoral team, before the Lord and His congregation, to consecrate 

my life to His service.  

(Continued from page 10) 
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Psalm 77:14-15 
 

You are the God who does wonders;  
You have declared Your strength among the peoples. 

 
You have with Your arm redeemed Your people, 

The sons of Jacob and Joseph.               
 

1.  What God has done 
 

a) He is a God who does wonders 
 

b) He is a God of great strength 
 

c) His strong arm has brought about redemption 
 

2.  What we are to God 
 

a) We are His redeemed people 
 

b) Just as Israel was His redeemed people  
 

c) He continues to do wonders among us  
 

WORSHIP 
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WHY ARE YOU WEEPING? 
 

The great pain that Jesus endured on the cross was truly staggering, 

The strongest would find it hard to bear the sight of such suffering! 

The black clouds in the sky that hid the rays of the sun were ominous, 

Jesus had breathed His last; But His last words had a victorious burst! 

 

The crest-fallen disciples had failed to remember the words of the Lord, 

He had promised that He would rise from the dead! He was the Son of God! 

The lack of faith caused the disciples to lose all the hope they had, 

Tiredness and sadness filled the heart; what could make them glad? 

 

The heart of Mary Magdalene was crushed at the thought of Jesus’ death, 

She went to the tomb of Jesus and there she wept with every breath. 

Two angels spoke kindly to her and asked, “Why are you weeping?”  

There was no reason to weep! There was every reason to be rejoicing! 

 

Then Jesus came asked Mary the same question, “Why are you weeping?” 

The tears would not stop, for such was the state of her heart in sorrowing! 

Jesus finally revealed Himself to Mary as One who had risen from the dead! 

The tears went away when her faith now stood on solid ground instead! 
 

Our faith in the Resurrection of the Christ Jesus is not myth or fiction, 
When we celebrate Easter, we celebrate our faith in Resurrection! 

Death has no power or dominion over Christ Jesus our Lord. 

We have faith that one day we will see our Saviour and our God! 

 

 

Inspiration: John 20:11-18 

 
Charles Tan  

 
 

POETRY CORNER 
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BIBLE MEMORY WORK 

Today, 16 April 2017  
 

Hebrews 4:11  Let us therefore be diligent 
Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same exam-

ple of disobedience. 
 
1.  True faith 
 

a) This should lead us to be diligent 
 

b) We do not take our faith for granted 
 

2.  Disobedience 
 

a) Disobedience to God is essentially sin 
 

b) Sin un-repented of is sin unforgiven! 

 

NEXT SUNDAY 23 April 2017 
 

Hebrews 4:14 Let us hold fast our confession 
Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has passed through the heavens,  

Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 
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– COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE — 
10.30 AM . SHANGRI LA HOTEL 

“Things that accompany Salvation”  
Hebrews 6:9-12  

Chairmen 

Student-Pastor  

  Benjamin Chong  

Student-Pastor  

  Benjamin Quah  

 

Speaker 

Rev Dr Charles Tan  

 

Pianist 

Mrs Esther Ang 

 

Interpreter 

Ms Tan Hwee Cheng 

   

— COMBINED EVENING-BILINGUAL 
WORSHIP SERVICE — 

  

THEME : THE CAPTAIN OF OUR SALVATION  

This Week @ Worship 

 

 

  

NO COMBINED EVENING-BILINGUAL  

WORSHIP SERVICE  

—– CHILDREN’S CHURCH —— 
10.30 AM  

 “For God so loved the world”  
John 3:16 

—– TEENS’ WORSHIP SERVICE — 
 

 

NO TEENS’ WORSHIP SERVICE  

COMBINED CC (P1—P6) 

 
Speaker 

Miss Camille George 
Foyer of the Island Ballroom 

Shangri La Hotel 
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Bethany Independent-Presbyterian Church 
301 Upper Paya Lebar Road. Singapore 534934 

tel : 65-62877713 . fax : 65-62877980 . website URL : bethanyipc.sg 



EASTER SUNDAY  
WORSHIP SERVICE 

SHANGRI LA HOTEL . 16 APRIL . 10.30AM 
  

PRE-WORSHIP SINGING 
 Song No. 1    Because He Lives 
  
PRELUDE    Pianist : Mrs Esther Ang 

Violinists :  Mr Joshua Lee  
        Miss Angela Teng 
Flautist : Mr Geoffrey Toi 
Trumpeter : Mr Ng Choon Peng 
Oboist : Mr Gary Kwang 

  
CALL TO WORSHIP  Rev. Dr. Charles Tan  
  
INVOCATION 
  
HYMNS       
  
  Song No. 2    Christ The Lord Is Risen Today  
      Student-Pastor Benjamin Quah 
  
  Song No. 3  He Lives  
     Student-Pastor Benjamin Chong 
  
SPECIAL ITEM “Risen Today Medley” 
     Bethany Combined Choir 
  
SPECIAL VIDEO :  

COMMISSIONING OF MR JONAS TAN AS A STUDENT-PASTOR 
  
EASTER MESSAGE  
 Title : “Things That Accompany Salvation” 
 Text : Hebrews 6 
  
EASTER OFFERING 
  
HYMN 
  Song No. 4  Thine Is The Glory  
      
BENEDICTION 
  
POSTLUDE  
  
 



Bethany Independent-Presbyterian Church 
301 Upper Paya Lebar Road. Singapore 534934 . tel : 65-62877713 . fax : 65-62877980 . website URL : bethanyipc.sg 

 Special Easter Sunday Pastoral Letter  

          16 April 2017 

     Dear Brethren, 
 

      HAPPY EASTER! 

 Thank God for the wonderful Biblical doctrine about resurrection! Easter is particularly meaning-

ful when we think of how Jesus rose from the dead! And with His resurrection, how this applies to us 

in our life! 

 Here are some texts that are especially meaningful to read! 

 

   For we have been united together in the likeness of His death, 

   Certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection. 

 

   Knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, 

   Dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 

 

   For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all;  

   But the life that He lives, He lives to God.      Romans 6:5, 8-9 

 

1. The significance of the death of Christ 

a) He died to sin 

i) He died for our sins 

ii) He took our place on the Cross for our sins 

 

b) As believers, we are united together with Christ 

i) We are crucified with Christ 

ii) We too need not fear sin 

 

2. The significance of the resurrection of Christ 

a) He has been raised from the dead 

i) He dies no more; He lives to God 

ii) Death no longer has dominion over Him 

 

b) We are united with Christ in His resurrection 

 

We shall be in the likeness of His resurrection. What a glorious thought!  
 

          Prayerfully,   

           Pastor Charlie 


