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 Rev Dr Charles Tan  

Text: Matthew 16 

“THE THINGS OF GOD”  
 

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
 The Gospels were written to preserve the 
life-story and the teachings of the Lord Jesus 
Christ! The author Matthew in his Gospel featured 
the following: - 
 
1.  The Infancy narrative  
The birth of Christ was carefully recorded. 
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MEDITATION 

2.  The Public ministry of Jesus 
a)  Beginning with His baptism 
b)  The Temptations of Jesus 
c)  The teaching, preaching and healing ministry of Jesus Matthew 5-15 
 

3.  The focus of these chapters 
a) Teachings about the Kingdom of heaven 
b) A life of righteousness as people of the Kingdom of Heaven 
c) Faith was needed and great faith was commended 

 

A PIVOTAL CHAPTER 
 The 16th Chapter of Matthew was pivotal in more ways than one. It 
was at Caesarea Philippi that the great confession of Peter was made,  
  
 “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God”  Matthew 16:16 
 
 It was also in this area, that the Lord Jesus began to inform His disci-
ples and to instruct them about His impending suffering and death. 
 
 From that time, Jesus began to show to His disciples 
 That He must go to Jerusalem, and suffer many things 
 From the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, 
 And be raised the third day.   Matthew 16:21 
 
1.  Caesarea Philippi 

a) This area was far away from Jerusalem  
b) This city was named in honour of Caesar Augustus 
c) It was dedicated to him by Philip the Tetrarch 
d) This region was in the Golan Heights 
e) This region was ruled by Philip the Tetrarch 

 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

 
(Continued on page 3) 
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2.  Jerusalem 
a) This was the capital of Judea 
b) It was ruled by Herod Antipas in the days of Jesus 
c) The opponents of Jesus were named  

i) The Elders 
ii) Chief priests 
iii) Scribes 
 

3.  The suffering of the Lord Jesus 
 This was also prophesied! It is amazing to note that Jesus could de-
scribe so clearly and yet without a modicum of fear in His heart! 

a) He must go to Jerusalem 
b) And suffer many things 
c) Be killed 
d) And be raised on the third day! 

 
TWO PERSPECTIVES 
 Peter admired and loved his Master, the Lord Jesus Christ! With deep 
emotion, he took Jesus aside and rebuked Him for saying such things! Suf-
fering and being killed were not things that Peter could understand, let alone 
accept!  
 
 “Far be it from You, Lord; 
 This shall not happen to You.” Matthew 16:22 
  
 The Lord Jesus had to correct Peter firmly. He knew that this 
thought was planted in Peter’s mind by none other than Satan himself.  
 
 “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, 
 For you are not mindful of the things of God, 
 But the things of man.”  Matthew 16:23 

(Continued from page 2) 
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MEET THE SESSION TODAY 
 

The baptismal Candidates will meet with the Session today. 
 

Venue: Auditorium 4.1 
Time: 12.00nn 

We are glad that you have chosen to wor-
ship the Lord Jesus Christ with us today! 
May your heart be lifted up through wor-
ship and fellowship! 

to Bethany IV 

Write to me at:  charlestan@bethanyipc.sg 

MEDITATION 

1.  The human perspective 
This does not like to consider suffering and death! 
 
2.  The Divine perspective 
Suffering and death were part and parcel of God’s plan of redemption. It was 
through the suffering and death that Satan would be defeated (Hebrews 
2:14)! Jesus would rise from the dead as proof that He has defeated the devil. 
There is life after death! 
 
 As we enter into the Easter season, let us once again, take time to 
ponder the significance of what Jesus came to do! He had come to bring us 
redemption! He is the Captain of our salvation! Let us never be afraid of suf-
fering and death! 

(Continued from page 3) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WEEKDAY MINISTRIES 
 
The weekday ministries (Pre-marital Counseling, Prayer Meeting, Bible 
Study), will be suspended this week. The Pastoral Team will be away on a 
Missions trip. 

PASTORAL CONFERENCE 
 
There will be a Pastoral Conference in Myanmar this week (3-6 April 2017). 
This Conference is geared towards strengthening the efforts of our Burmese 
brethren in their efforts to establish their churches.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
All Departments will have their own Sunday School programs from today 
onwards! 
 
Let us pray that there will always be a great sense of keenness and joy to 
study the Lord’s word! 
 
1. Sunday School Teachers 
Let us pray for our Sunday School Teachers. 
May they be empowered to teach effectively! 
 
2. Sunday School Students 
Let us pray that many would be led to a personal faith in the Lord Jesus. May 
that faith be fed and be made stronger through the study of the Scriptures! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

EASTER 2017 

 

1. Palm Sunday  

9 April 2017 

We will be having our Easter Baptism on Palm Sunday. 

 

2. Maundy Thursday 
13 April 2017 

Communion Service 

Time: 8.00pm 

Let us take time to remember what the Lord commanded His Disciples.  

 

3. Easter Concert 

14-15 April 2017 

(Good Friday and Holy Saturday) 

Theme: The Old Rugged Cross 

Time: 8.00pm 

 

Let us remember all who are involved in this Concert. 

a) The choir 

b) The musicians 

c) The actors 

d) The narrators 

(Continued on page 7) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

e) The make-up team 

f) The people who make the stage props 

g) The stage hands 

 

Let us pray for the Lord to bless this year’s Easter Concert! Plan to invite 

relatives and friends to attend the Concert evenings.  

 

4.  Easter Service 

16 April 2017 

Venue: Shangri La Hotel 

Time: 10.30am (Worship) 

12.3pm (Easter Lunch) 

 

Let us make a tremendous effort as the LORD’s People to gather for a spe-

cial time of worship and fellowship! 

 

Please plan to book your table soon! Easter Sunday is just TWO WEEKS 

away! 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Psalm 77:10-11 
 

And I said, “This is my anguish; 

But I will remember the years of the right hand of the Most High. 

 

I will remember the works of the LORD; 

Surely, I will remember Your wonders of old.  

 

1. I will remember 

 

a) This was repeated three times 

b) This suggests the following: -  

i) A deliberate effort was made 

ii) A determined effort was put in 

 

2.  What should be remembered?  

 

a) Our mortality as human beings 

b) Hence we suffer anguish in life! 

c) God’s Divinity 

i) He is the Most High 

ii) His works ought to be remembered 

iii) His wonders of old 

 

3.  Let us be challenged to remember the Lord in His majesty and power! 

 

 

WORSHIP 
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THE THINGS OF GOD  

 
Quietly and far from the multitudes Jesus of suffering and death, 

The disciples were in shock at this teaching, they held their breath! 

Peter, the outspoken disciple, drew Jesus aside, objecting to this Word! 

How could his beloved Master, contemplate death? This was absurd! 

 

Jesus knew the hearts of all His disciples well, for He was the Lord, 

He knew how their hearts felt, there was turmoil and great discord.  

But Jesus saw beyond their feelings of love, the work of the Devil, 

He had planted in them a fear of death, and this thought was evil. 

 

He had to rebuke Peter there and then but with much love in His heart, 

Suffering and death must not be feared; Nothing could sever them apart! 

The price for the redemption of man must be paid, at a great price! 

Jesus must suffer and die, that He might be the Perfect Sacrifice! 

 

The things of God are not always easy to fully comprehend, 

But with faith and courage, we can slowly begin to understand. 

The love for Jesus must not be misplaced with human emotions, 

A deep faith in the Lord can quell the wildest fears and commotion! 

 

Inspiration: Matthew 16:21-23 

Charles Tan 

 

POETRY CORNER 
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BIBLE MEMORY WORK 

Today, 2 April 2017  
 

Hebrews 2:14   That He might destroy the devil 
Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise 

shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, 
that is, the devil. 

 
1.  Children- partakers of flesh and blood 
A reference to human beings. 
 
2.  Jesus 
He donned flesh and blood too (John 1:14) 
 
3.  His purpose 
 

a) To battle Satan 
 

b)   He defeated and destroyed Satan and his power 
 
      c) This was achieved through His suffering and death 
 
4.  Let us thank God that we do not need to give in to the fear of death! 
  
 

NEXT SUNDAY 9 April 2017 
 

Hebrews 3:14  Partakers of Christ 
For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence stead-

fast to the end. 
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– COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE — 
10.30 AM . CHURCH SANCTUARY 

“Let us therefore be Diligent”  
Hebrews 4:11-16 

Chairmen 

Rev Mark Tan 

Rev Mitchell Tan 

 

Speaker 

Rev Dr Charles Tan  

 

 

 

Pianist 

Mrs Esther Ang 

 

Organist 

Mrs Sally Tan 

 

Interpreter 

Mr Foo Yit San 

   

— COMBINED EVENING-BILINGUAL 
WORSHIP SERVICE — 

  

THEME : THE CAPTAIN OF OUR SALVATION  

This Week @ Worship 

 

Breakfast & Fellowship Lunch : Andrew & Huei Li 

 

  

NO COMBINED EVENING-BILINGUAL  

WORSHIP SERVICE  

—– CHILDREN’S CHURCH —— 
10.30 AM  

 “I am the way, the truth,  
and the life”  

John 14:6 

CC I: P1—P3 

3rd Floor  
Auditorium 3-1 

 
Speaker 

Miss Joanne Chin 

 

CC II: P4—P6 

4th Floor 
Auditorium 4-1 

 

 Speaker 

Miss  

Camille George 

—– TEENS’ WORSHIP SERVICE — 
 

 

NO TEENS’ WORSHIP SERVICE  
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Bethany Independent-Presbyterian Church 
301 Upper Paya Lebar Road. Singapore 534934 

tel : 65-62877713 . fax : 65-62877980 . website URL : bethanyipc.sg 



COMBINED WORSHIP SERVICE 
2 April 2017 
Order of Worship 
 
PREPARATION 
  

Pre-Worship Singing   Pianist : Mrs Esther Ang 
     Organist: Mrs Sally Tan 

  
Century Praise 206 Because He Lives 

  
Prelude     
   
Call to Worship    Rev Mark Tan 
     Rev Mitchell Tan 
   
Invocation 

  
PRAISE       
  

Hymns 
Century Praise 91  Praise Him! Praise Him!   

  
HWC No. 521  Redeemed 

  
Century Praise 190 Lead Me To Calvary   

  
“PREACH THE WORD” 
 Message: “Let us therefore be Diligent”  

Text :  Hebrews 4:11-16  
Speaker: Rev Dr Charles Tan 

  
RESPONSE 
  
 Offering 
  
 Hymn 

Century Praise 507 Onward, Christian Soldiers  
 
Prayerful Meditation 

  
Benediction 

  
Postlude 

  
 



  

Easter Series       2 April 2017 

 
Dear Brethren,  
 

A GLORIOUS MONTH IN MARCH  
 What a wonderful month March 2017 has been! 
 
1. We had a wonderful Family Camp (12-16 March 2017) 
 
2. We had a wonderful time of worship at the Dedication Service (18 March 2017) 
 
 May the special memories created linger long and with great fondness for a 
good long time! 
 

EASTER 2017 
 Let us look forward to Easter! There is so much to look forward to as we ap-
proach the Easter season. 
 
1. Let us look forward to a time of drawing nearer to the Lord 

a) Let those who have pledged their hearts to the Lord look forward to Easter 
 

b) Let us seek to grow deeper in our love and appreciation of our Saviour 
 

2. Let us do our part in making Easter more precious 
a) Take time to read the Gospels  

 
b) Especially the Last Week of the Lord Jesus  

 
3. Easter Baptismal Service 

a) This will be held on 9 April 2017 
 

b) Let us rejoice with all who are seeking to be baptized/confirmed in their 
faith 

 
4. Easter at Shangri La 

a) Let us look forward to a glorious time of celebrating the Resurrection of 
Christ at Shangri La on 16 April 2017. 

 
b) Let us plan to worship our Risen Saviour with a fresh sense of joy that His 

resurrection gives us an anchor for our souls! 
 
 

       Prayerfully, 
        Pastor Charlie 

PASTORAL LETTER 
Senior Pastor : Rev Dr Charles Tan 

Mailing Address :  

301, Upper Paya Lebar 

Road.  

Singapore 534934 

Tel : (65) 62877713  

Fax : (65) 62877980  

Website :  

www.bethanyipc.sg  

 

God’s kind of Church … where God is touching lives … and people care for people 


